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(Continued from page 292.) 

The Scriptures are useful also for 
the purposes of civil government.— 
They teach us to obey Rulers and 
Civil Magistrates, under the most 
solemn sanctions; for “ the powers 
that be are ordained of God.”’ And 
Newton tells us, that ‘* the Scriptures 
are much more favorable to liberty 
than is generally supposed.”” And we 





may add, with historical certainty, 
‘‘where there is no Christianity, 
there is no liberty,” and where chris- 
tianity is practised in its greatest pu- 
rity, there liberty and happiness 
flourish far beyond what is to be 
found in heathenish countries: To 
be convinced of this, only look into 
Asia, Africa, and even into the Ma- 
hometan states, where, in many in. 
stances, the greatest ignorance, cru- 
elties. ae the extinction of 
liberty prevail. But when the Bible 
appears, it restrains the spirit of the 
prince, and the madness of the people- 
It enlarges the mind and purities the 
heart ; expufids our views, and ani- | 
mates us w:ththe most powerful mo- | 
tives to obedience; and while it, 
teaches us thd@we are members of | 
the same great family ot mankind, it | 
assists us in performing those duties | 
Vol. 1V..No. XI. 





'Mahometan, Asiatic, African, and 
‘Indian nations, have long been sta- 
tionary or retrograde, and many of 
them practice their bloody and abom. 
inable rites, and are almost sunk be- 
low the brutes that perish ; the chris- 
tian world has advanced with rapid 
strides in civilization, wealth, com- 
merce, humanity, and liberty, as 
well as all those virtues that adorn 
the human heart, and fit us for im- 
mortality. ‘* Ignorance ofthe Bible,” 
says St. Chrysostom “ is the cause of 
incalculable evils.”’ Ignorance of the 
Bible and its principles, was the 
cause of those dark and heterodox 
ages inthe Roman Church, when the 
Scriptures were kept from the peo- 
ple ; and tothe Bible and its enlight- 
ening influences, we are indebted for 
the blessed Reformation, and the 
consequent improvements in litera- 
ture, philosophy, the arts and scien- 
ces, civilization and government; 
and especially in the western world, 
where christianity is professed and 
practised in greater purity and sim- 
plicity, perhaps, than in any other 
part of the globe ; here also, we have 
the most liberal, the most enlighten- 
ed, and the most rational government 
onthe face of the earth! Only one 
Al 











322 Dr. Stephens’ 
foul blot to obscure its fair surface, | 
viz. African slavery ! 

Bat, says the intidel, ‘all these 
blessings are the result of a benign 
and enlightened philosophy.” But, 
as a-good writer observes, ‘‘ There 
is no instance of a nation emerging, by 
its own light, into a state of civiliza- 
tion and liberty, without the influ- | 
ence of the Bible ;’* and we have al- 
realy observed, ‘‘ where there is no 
christianity, there is no civilization.” | 
{nfidelity boasts much of liberality, 
benevolence and charity, but has! 
never founded a hospital, infirmary, | 
orphan asylum, or Bible society ; to, 
these humane institutions we are in- | 
debted alone to christianity. ‘* The 
spirit of infidelity has the heart ofa) 
wolf, the fangs of a tyger, and the| 
talons of a vulture; unlike all other) 


animals of prey, it feeds on its own | 








kind; and when glutted with the. 
blood of others, turns back upon) 
those who had been its coadjutors.”’ \ 





Sermon. 


JUNE, 


anity arose, and teazed them about a 
hereafter.”” Now, these principles 
destroy all idea of future accounta- 
tality, and consequently unhinge the 
mind, unbridle the passions, and de- 
molish all obligation to civil law or 
government. 

But to crown all, the I!luminati So- 
ciety arose in Germany, with Dr. 
Wishampt at its head, whose doc- 
trines were, that God is nothing, 
government a curse, authority asur- 
pation, civil society the only apos- 
tacy of man, chastity a mere preju- 
dice; adultery, assassination, poi- 
soning, and other similar crimes are 
lawful, and even virtuous.’ Socie- 
ties holding these principles soon 
established themselves throughout 
Germany, in Sweden, Russia, Poland, 
Austria, Holland, France, Switzer- 
land, [taly, England, Scotland, and 
even some of their dregs were wafted 
to America. Soon after the French 
revolution burst upon the world, 


Did the light of nature or of philoso- || which gave all these heterogeneous 
phy, teach Plato a community of | materials full opportunity of exerting 
wives ; Lycurgus to tolerate thiev- | their baneful influence ; and, having 
ing; Solon to allow of sodomy and | at one period got possession of the 





lewdness; Seneca to encourage | 
drunkenness and suicide, in which | 
jatter crime he was followed in fact, | 
by Cato, Brutus, Cassius, Hannibal, 
and many of their great men and wo. 
men; and which principle is advo- 
cated by Cicero himself? Lord Her- 
bert, the father of English Deists, a- 
pologizes for lewdness ; Bolingbroke 
insinuates, that “ nothing can recon- 
cile aman to confine himself by mar- 
riage to one woman, and one woman | 
to one man, but on conviction that 
they may indulge their desires with 
others :”’ and adopts the opinion of a 
French writer, that “female infi- 
delity, when known, is a small mat- 
ter, and when unknown, nothing.” 
And both these writers deny, or doubt 
a future state, saying that ‘ reason 
will neither affirm or deny a future 


state, they used all their exertions 
_to eflace from the minds of the peo- 
| ple, all ideas of religion, morality, the 


| immortality of the soul, and a state 


of rewards and punishments, so essen. 
tial to good order in civil society.— 
They ordered the words, ‘ temple 
of reason,’ to be inscribed on the 
churches, in contempt of revelation ; 
burnt the holy Bible in the flames ; 
declared there was ‘no god but the 
god of nature!’ And performed oth- 
/er indecent ceremonies which we 
now forbear to describe! 

This is philosophy for you my 
| friends. These are the principles that 
_are to enlighten, civilize, and govern 





es 


| the world. But what is the result? Af. 


ter twenty-five years war and pro- 
|digious carnage, in search after |i- 





state.’ And Shaftsbury goes still 
further, and represents the heathen 


berty which was good in itself, they 
sunk back into their antient state of 
vassalage and monarchy. Truly “ sin 





world as “ very happy, tll christi- 


.ig the destruction of any people.” 
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Although their cause was good, their 
principles and practices were so a- 
bominable as to call down the ven- 
geance of Jehovah upon their exer- 
tions. An awful warning to future 
ages not to follow their vices, nor 
trust to pretended philosophers to 
govern the world, without the aid of 
pure religion. The influence of the 
Bible, upon the habits of a commu- 
nity, is calculated to set up around | 
every paternal government, a rampart 
better than walls and guns and bayo- 
nets—a rampart of human hearts. 

It requires us to render unto all their 
dues; “tribute to whom tribute, 
custom to whomcustom, fear to whom |) 
fear, honor to whom honor.” “ Thou | 
shalt love the Lord thy God witb all | 
thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and thy neighbour 
as thyself’ ‘This single principle is 
competent to the government of all 
intelligent nature ; it is a band that 
would hold together the whole ra- 
tional creation, and diffuse peace, 
order, and happiness wherever it 
existed. ‘The wise founders of our 
American Republic were sensible of 
this principle. Says General Wash- 
ington, ip his farewell address, *‘ Of 
all the dispositions and habits which 
Jead to political prosperity, religion 
and morality are indispensable sup- 
ports. In vain would that man claim 
the tribute of patriotism, who should 
labour to subvert these great pillars |, 
of human happiness. The mere po- 
jitician, equally with the pious man, 
ought to respect and cherish them. 

Let it be simply asked, where is the 
security for property, for reputation, 
for life, if the sense of religious ob- 
ligation desert the oaths which are 
the instruments of investigation in 
the courts ofjustice ? And let us with 
caution, indulge the supposition, that 
morality can be maintained without 
religion ; reason and experience both 


forbid us to respect that national mo- 
rality can exist without religious |) 


principle.”’ 
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tions and principles of the father and 
founder of our Republic ; and may 
the sons of ‘this antient domain,”’ 
_his native state, and of all the states 
_and territories in the Union, cling to 
| his skirts, and follow his advice and 
example, till we become the praise 
_and the glory of the whole earth, and 
gratify his spirit in paradise, by our 
political prosperity and happiness, 
and qualify ourselves for that perfect 
administration in the heavenly world, 
|W here wars and jarring interests, wad 
conflicting passions, will be for ever 
excluded. 

And this leads us to observe, that 
the Scriptures are profitable to courts 
‘of justice. Although this point has 
| been in part anticipated, yet we wil! 
|add a few additional observations.—- 
| Without the belief in the being of 
| God, and a future state, courts of 
justice could not be conducted with 
any certainty nor beneficial effect. 

Hluman laws and sanctions cannot 
reach the heart, and control the in- 
ward springs of action. But the 
Scriptures surround us with the Dei- 
ty ; they are constantly sounding in 
our ears his Omniscience and Omni- 
presence ; that he sees and knows 
our hearts and thoughts; and will 
avenge and punish all lying , injustice, 
and falsehood, and will finally judge 
the world in righteousness. How 
| necessary ts it, ina civilized land, 
where oaths are administered, that 
| the mass of the peopte should be 
‘well instructed by the Scriptures in 





| . ‘ ‘ 
the nature of those obligations, under 


which they are brought, when they 
take a solemn oath on the ‘ Holy 
Evangelist of Almighty God, fo tell 
the truth, and the whole trath 2” 
And yet have never read the book, 
nor do they know what it contains! 
Hence perjury, prevarication, and 
false swearing, are so prevalent a- 
mong us, viz. through ignorance of 
ithe Scriptures, which tells us, 








‘Thou shalt not swear falsely, nor 


These were the instruc- | lie one to another, nor take the name 
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of the Lord thy God in vain.” And 
our Lerd tells us, ** Ye do err, not 
knowing the Scriptures.” 

But Volney tells us, ** There is no 
crime in theintention;’’ and Rousseau 
says, ‘‘ Whatever I feel to be right 
is right, and whatever I feel to be 
wrong, is wrong.” By these princi- 
ples, murder, perjury, and any other 
crimes, might be justified. But the 
Bible aims directly at the heart and 
secret conduct ;”’ itis written with 
the Spirit of God, not in tables of 
stone, but in the fleshy tables of the 
heart.’ And were its principles uni- 
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iversally embraced, there would be 
| no profaning the name of God, no cor- 
rupting or perverting the truth, no 
perjuries nor hypocrisies, no viola- 
tion of treaties between nations, no 
slanders and litigations between 
neighbours, no murders, robberies, 
theft, burglaries,brothels, nor breach- 
es of marriage, but all men, and all 
women, would ‘ do justly, love mer- 
cy, and walk humbly with theirGod.”’ 
And ** Do unto others, as they would 
that others should do unto them.” 











[To be Concluded in our net. | 


MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


An Address to the seventh Convention 
of the Eastern Diocess, assembled 
at Portsmouth, in New-Hampshire, 
on the 25th duy of September, in the 
year of our Lord, 1822. By the 
Right Reverend A. V. Griswold, 
D. D. Bishop of the Diocess. 


Reverend Brethren and Friends, highly and 
justly esteemed: 

Through the indulgence of a kind 
Providence, we are here assembled 
as watchmen in Zion, and constituted 
guardians of that portion of God’s vine 
yard committed to our care ; to con- 
sult respecting its interests ; and, as 
the Lord shall give us means and wis- 
dom, to promote its prosperity. It is 
necessary, to the good result of our 
deliberations, to know the state and 
the wants of our charches ; and it is 
my duty to make to you a report of 
my official transactions during the last 
two years; and to add such remarks, 
and suggest such measures, as may 
seem just and expedient. 

Soon after our last biennial conven- 
tion, held in Newport in 1820, 1 com- 
menced a journey and visitation of 
our churches in the eastern parts of 
this diocess. Though in a feebie 
state of health, I was able, through 
the Lord’s Goodness, October 12, to 
travel from Boston to Portsmouth, and 
to preach in the afternoon. Sunday 


the 15th,in Portland I preached twice 
and administered baptism and confir- 
mation. The commencement of very 
heavy rains in the evening, prevented 
a third service. The small society 
of Episcopalians in that place, had 
made, and were then still making, 
great and generous exertions, almost 
beyond their means, to meet the ex- 
penses of their new organ, and the 
salary of their minister. Since that 
time, in August, 1821, a few pious 
ladies formed themselves into a so- 
ciety for the promotion of the most 
excellent and useful of all charities, 
denominated, ‘‘ The Female Domes- 
tick Episcopal Missionary Society.” 
They soon after transmitted to me 
twenty-five dollars, to be applied to 
missionary purposes.* How noble 
and blessed would be the effect, should 
all our churches, according to their 
ability, follow this example. 

The next day, with difficulty and 
some peril, by reason of the abun- 
dant rains, swollen streams, and loss 
of bridges, we reached Gardiner. On 
‘the 18th, the new, commodious, and 
very beautiful edifice, called Christ 
church, was dedicated to the wor- 
ship of almighty God. The morning 


*A few days after this address was de- 
livered, that society paid to Bishop Griswold 








@ bove thirty-three dollars more. 
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service was performed by the reve- 
rend Mr. Morss; and the reverend 
Dr. Jarvis delivered an appropriate 
discourse. On the 19th was a confir- | 
mation, and other services.* My in- 
tention is, with divine permission, 
again to visit those two churches in 
Maine, immediately after the adjourn- | 
ment of the present convention. It is 
decidedly my opinion, that the spiri- 
tual interest and prosperity of our 
churches require that every parish 
should be annually visited by its dio- 
cesan : but the very limited and scan- 
ty funds of this diocess, and the ex- 
tent of country over which our few || 
churches are scattered, render such || 
frequent visitations, at . esent, im- 
practicable. My inten is, and, 
with few exceptions, my practice bas 
been, to visit all the parishes at least 
once in two years ; and a large pro- 
portion of them twice, or oftener. It 
requires no great wisdom to foresee, | 
what experience will probably soon 
verify ; that our present practice of | 
making a state, however large, but 
one diocess, may be very pernicious 
to the cause of true godliness, and the | 
best interest ofour churches. ‘Thirty, 
or at most forty, parishes are enough 
for one diocess; unless their location 
is very compact. And though the 
number in this diocess, excepting 
some very small, does not much ex- 
ceed forty, it is desirable that as soon 
as it can with propriety be effected, 
this diocess should be divided. Ver- 
mont especially, however reluctantly 


I might relinquish the happiness of | 


my present very interestingconnexion 
with its churches, ought, as soon as 
circumstances will admit, to have 
Bishop wholly its own. 

On my return from Maine, I pass- 
ed Sunday, the 22d, in Portsmouth, 


*The church in Gardiner is in a flourish- 
ing state. Their church is furnished with a 
good organ, and an excellent bell. For the 
erection of that beautiful, and very com> 
modious edifice, we are very much indebted | 
to the generous efforts of an individual whose |; 
pious liberality is above praise. 
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|where I preached three times, and 
confirmed thirty persons. What the 
state of this church is, and what the 
| politeness and hospitality of its mem- 
bers, we all have the pleasure of 
| seeing. 

The 24th, I preached and confirmed 
in Newburyport. In the evening we 
| had a second service, when the Kev. 
Dr. Jarvis preached to a large and 
very attentive congregation. ‘he so- 
lemnity of the services, and, in all hu- 
man appearance, their gvod eflect, 
evinced more forcibly than many ar- 





occasionally opening our churches in 
the evening ; and, when practicable, 
of doing it at regular and stated sea- 
sons. In towns, and large viilages 

especially, where the people may 
easily assemble, the salutary effect of 
such extra services is very munitfest. 
Many will attend these meetings, who 
cannot with convenience, and some 
| who cannot consistently with what 
they suppose their duty, attend our 
| religious worship at other times. A 
third service is peculiarly beneficial 
(on Sunday evenings, when the minds 
‘of people are less engaged with tem- 
poral cares, and more disposed to 
spiritual things. 
young people, especially, who would 
otherwise spend the evening of the 
Lord’s day in idle parties and vain 
conversation, are thus drawn to the 
house of God, and their attention 
called to things which concern their 
immortal welfare. 

In the same tour I visited Salem 
Marblehead, and Lynn. Sunday the 
29th, in the morning, | preached and 
contirmed in Trinity church, Bos- 
‘ton. In the afternoon, performed 

the same services in Christ church. 
‘And in the latter church we had a 
third service, and a very crowded 
and attentive audience. 1 continued 
‘my visitation to Quincy, Hanover, 
Marshfield, and Bridgewater. Api’ 
‘the 8th, 1821, I visited ot. Paul’s 
church, in Boston; and confirmed 
i thirty-three. The prosperity of this 


_guments, the expedierce and utility of 


Very many, of 











e re 
26 





eburch has thus far more than equal- 
Jed our most sanguine expectations. 

On the 28th of May, 1821, 1 com- 
menced a long journey, in which were 
visited the churches in Vermont, and 
inthe western parts of Massachu- 
setts and New-Hampshire. The 
church in Great Barrington was still 
in an unsettled state. In consequence 
ofsome disagreement with their minis- 
ter, a large and respectable part of the 
society had, many months before, 
withdrawn from the church, and at- 
tached themselves to some other de- 
nominations of Christians. These, 
however, who continued their con- 
nexion with the church, appeared to 
be unammous in their regard for its 
welfare, and in their desire that ano- 
ther clergyman might take charge of 
the parish. The rev. Mr. Blakesley, 
from Connecticut, has since been 
elected their rector, and the parish 
is united and increasing. 

The little flock in Lenox was found 
stiil continuing to ‘* stand fast in one 


spirit,with one mind, striving together | 


in the faith of the Gospel.” In con- 
sideration of the great efforts they 
had made, and were then making, to 
clear off the debts incurred by build- 
ing their church, and other necessary 
expenses, the Rev. Mr. Humphrey 
was engaged to officiate as a missiona- 
ry in Lenox, one fourth of the time, 
beginning on the 10th of June, 182 

in Lanesborough the church is now 
happily united, and ina prosperous | 
state. By a generous donation from 
one gentleman of $1000, and a liberal 
subscription by the rest of the parish, | 
$3000 have been added to their fund. | 

In Bennington, Verment, | preach- | 


ed ; but such is the prejudice against | 


the Episconal church, in that part of 
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In Arlington, the church continues 
to profit by the zealous labours of its 
pious pastor. 

In Sandgate, a town adjoining, a few 
Episcopalians have organized a par- 
ish, with not unfavourable prospects. 
The parish in Manchester has built 
a church, and is in a flourishing con- 
dition. 

It was no small comfort to find in 
Rutland a few names yet steadfast, 
under all their discouragements, and 
very desirous that a missionary should 
be sent them. Painful are a parent's 
feelings, when his children ask for 
bread, and he has none to give them. 
May God in his mercy open our hearts 
and fill our hands to contribute to 
their relief. 

The parish in Middlebury continues 
very much as it has been for years 
past, “ faint, yet pursuing ;” suffering 
;much under the deprivation of the 
Christian ordinances ; wishing, and 
“asking, and striving, to obtain a mi- 
‘nister ; but remaining destitute. In 
Vergennes, on the contrary, they 











| 
‘seem to have relinquished all effort, 
| and to have abandoned the church in 
‘despair. Yet 1 met there a serious 
/and very attentive congregation ; and 
even yet, the labours of a faithful 
nussionary would probably be blessed 


| among them. 


In Shelburne, the state and pros- 
| pects are happily very different.— 
| Through the blessing of God, we suc- 

| ceeded. in finding a clergyman to la- 
bour there, and his labours have been 
greatly blessed. ‘The little society, 
which, two years before, contained 
but eight or ten families, was now in- 
creased toa respectable congregation, 
{ preached in Burlington, and was 
|much obliged by polite attentions 





the state, that ne preaching of its || there receiv ed. 


ministers 2 


tions, very much kindness and hospi- || 
tality. 


il 


mong them ts likely at. 
present to have much ood effect.— | 
From one respectable family sattached } 
to its worship and interests, I expe-_ 
rienced, as on several former occa- | 


|| tive minister, s 


By setting off from Burlington at 
an early hour, and hard travelling in 
_ heavy roads, we arrived in St.Alban’s 
‘in season for services in the after- 
noon. In the evening again we had 
prayers and asermon. A pious, ac- 


stationed in that place, 
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and officiating alternately there, and | 
at Swanton, might apparently labour | 
to much profit. The churches in 
Sheldon and Fairfield were likewise | 
ina thriving state, But an unhappy | 
state of things commenced about that | 
time, and still continues. Some re- 


moral character of their rector, have 
rendered a discontinuance of his la- | 
bours expedient, till the cause shall | 
have a canonical investigation. 


in Berkshire, onl was highly g eratilied | 
in finding there much piety and zeal 


church. Its friends were then mak- 


ing preparation for erecting a house | ‘ 


of prayer; and manifested a desire | should be given us * in earthen ves- 


and willingness to the utmost of their | 
abilities, to procure and support an 
apostolic ministration of the Christian 
ordinances. ‘The services of that day 
were unusually interesting and im- 
pressive. ‘here being no building 
sufliciently capacious to contain the 
congregation expected, with the tim- 
ber collected for the new church, on 
a beautiful rising ground, where it is 
to be erected, shaded by a small and | 
very pleasant grove of sugar maples, 
the people prepared seats and other | 
accommodations for divine service. 
Our altar was built as it were with | 
unhewn stones: we consecrated those | 
materials by anticipating their use. 
The thought that they were to be *‘fit- 
ly joined together,”* in one beautiful 
temple, dedicated to God, naturally 
caused the very interesting and seri- 
ous reflections, that the congregation 
present were, or ought to be, imate- 
rials in preparation ‘‘as lively stones,” 
to be ‘‘a spiritual house,” a * building 
not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.”’ Many circumstances con- 
spired to heighten the interest of the | 
scene and the occasion, and make im- | 
pressions upon a serious mind not soon | 
to be forgotten. Surveying the one, | 








and reflecting upon the other; be- 
holding a large assembly, collected | 
from many miles of the country a- 


" 





29 bef 
Yel 


round, waiting, hike Cornelius and 
his friends, and seeming to say, *‘ we 
ave all here present betore God, 

hear all things that are commanded 
thee of God; with the additional 
‘consideration, that their immortal 


| well-being might, in some degree, de- 


ports and accusations, aflecting the | pend on my knowledge and fidelity, 


feelings were excited, which language 
cannot easily express. Onsuch oc- 
casions, and to the preacher of the 


| gospel similar occasions often occur, 
On the 15th, | visited a new parish | 


well may we exclaim, ‘* who ts sufli- 


cient for these things!’ [tis among 


.| the wonderful counsels of God's uner- 
and attachment to the Episcopal! 


ring wisdom, that his strength should 
ibe manifest in weakness ; that sucha 
‘treasure’ as the gospel ministry 


sels:? that sinful creatures, them- 
» selves ‘ scarcely saved,’ and some of 


them, we may well fear, not saved, 


saving others. Divine wisdom, how- 
ever, is sure to adapt the meang to 
the end ; and,in the hands of omnipo- 
tence, any means are effectual. The 
Lord ** can satisfy men with bread” in 
the most dreary welderness. What 
seems tous impossible, with him is 
without difficulty : by the foolishness 
of preaching, he can save them that 
believe. 1 was assisted in the services 
by my Rev. brethren Leonard and 
Clapp, who, to my great comfort, and 
no sinall assistance, accompanied me 
more than two hundred miles of this 
journey. After the second lesson, 
seven young persons, with the ap- 
pearance of much piety and sincere 
devotion, presented themselves to be 
baptized. ‘The sermon was heard with 
attention worthy of abetter discourse; 
and it being ended, thirty-five per- 
sons received contirmation ; and they 
received it, there was good reason to 
believe, with a just and deep sense of 





—— 


its nature and design. And, finally, 
| the Lord’s supper was administered 


,, to a respectable number of commu- 
| nicants. 

‘The next morning we proceeded to 
Montgomery, where we had the plea- 


should be made the insiruments of 
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sure of meeting with another newly | 
formed society, and where the ser- | 
vices were very similar, and not less 
interesting. The tears of many,evinc- | 
ed how much awakened was their’ 
sense that the Lord is good, and they | | 
sinners. 
Montgomery ts a town but recently | | 
settled. The Rev. Mr. Clapp, yet a. 
young man, was the first child (sava- | 
ges exc epted) born within its limits. | 
The soil in that part of the state is | 
rich and productive, and the country | 
rapidly increasing in importance. A) 
new stage road, from Boston to Mon- | 
treal, was expected soon to pass | 
through Montgomery and Berkshire ; | 
which, with their vicinity to the lake | 
Champlain, and easy access to a good 
and sure market for their abundani 
and valuable productions, must ren- 
der that, at no distant period, a weal 
thy part of the state. But, to the 
pious wind, it is far more pleasing to 
tind themincreasing in ** the true rich- 





es.’ | have been in no place where 
there appeared a more serious and 
awakened desire to know and do the 
will of God; nor where the people 
are so generally disposed to receive 
the doctrines of our church, and to 
delight in its worship. In no part of 
this diocess, and, | verily believe, in 
no part of the United States, can our 
missionaries labour more profitably, 
than in Franklin county, and some of 
the towns adjoining, eastward. Our 
young clergymen, whose circumstan- 
ces will reasonably admit of it, who 
desire to do good in the service of 
their divine Master, rather than to 
honour themselves, and live at ease, 
can no where bestow their labours 
more profitably than in the northwest 
part of Vermont. My last informa- 
tion from those parts, which is quite 
recent, states, that the prospects are 
still brightening. Since my visit there, 
a parish has been formed in Enos- 
burgh. Mr. Gray, the minister now 
officiating in these new parishes, has 
preached in sev eral other towns in 


—_ 








the vicinity. Large congregations 
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assemble to hear the word ; many are 
desirous to obtain prayer books : ; and, 


| in all human probability, several oth- 


er societies might easily be formed. 
There are already between sixty and 
seventy communicants,where, a short 
| time since, we had none. The call 
there for missionary labours is still 
increasing. 

Montgomery was the farthest extent 
| of my tour in that direction. In the 


afternoon of the same day we return- 


ed back through Berkshire to Shel- 


|don. The next day, Trinity Sunday 


we spentin Fairfield, where I preach- 
ed but twice ; so long were our ser- 
vices, and so far from their houses 
were the most of the people, thata 
third service was not convenient. It 
was pleasing, as an evidence of their 
sincere desire to hear the word, and 
receive the ordinances of Christ, to 
observe the distance which the peo- 
ple, in that and other parts of Ver- 
mont, will travel, and many of them 
walk, to attend public worship, and 
share in the ministrations of the sanc- 
tuary. How unfaithful and without 
excuse would be the stewards of 
God’s mysteries—the pastors of his 
fold, if they who thus hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, should 
ever, unnecessarily, be ‘‘ sent empty 
away.’ Such zeal in the people, 
was felt as a strong, though silent re- 
proof of my own remissness in the 

Saviour’s cause. 

[To be Concluded in our next.] 
REVIEW. 

1. A Charge delivered to the Clergy 
of the Diocess of Raphoe, October 
17, 1821, at the Primary Visitation 
of William Magee, D. D., F. R.S., 
§-c. Bishop of Raphoe. London : 
Cadell. Second Edition, 1823. 

. A Charge delivered at his Primary 
Visitation in St. Patrick’s Cathe- 
dral, Dublin, October 24, 1822, by 
William Magee, §c. §&c. Archbishop 
of Dublin. London: Cadell. Se- 
cond edition, 1822. 

The former of these Charges es- 





to 
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caped our attention till some time 
after the latter had been published ; 
but it containsso many valuable pas- 
sages, that we seize the earliest op- 
portunity of introducing it to our rea- 


ders ; not, however, so much for the || in truth, the practice of this rite may be 


purpose of a general critique, as to 
extract a few pages, which will urge 
their own claim to attention. 

In alluding to the subject of Con- 
firmation, and expressing his deter- 
mination to administer it throughout 
his diocess, on the return of every 
third year, his lordship (now his 
Grace) urges an argument in favour 
of that rite which he think deserves 
attentive consideration. Some, per 
haps who might not be disposed to 
yield obedience toa mere ecclesias- 
tical regulation, as such, may learn 
to attach a due value io this rite, 
when they tind that so much may be 
justly said respecting its practical 
utility and expediency. The light 
in which the Jearned prelate places 
the subject, is in some measure new, 
and his reasoning upon it, we think 
highly satisfactory and convincing. 





“Baptism, it has become too much wi 
custom to consider as a form. In its or- | 
dinar ractice, as applied to infants, it| 
euiar - the vaiineline as wanting that | 
which could give it meaning and efficacy, | 
the consciousness and consent of its subject, 
in the contract which it embraces; so that, , 
by those who do not discern its whole scrip- | 
tural character as a sacramental engage: | 
ment, (which is unhappily the case witha | 
large proportion of the community,) it is but | 
too generally viewed either as a charm or | 
as a ceremony. Now, Confirmation tends 
to remedy this deficiency. [t may be con- 
ceived as the consummation of baptism. It 
gives to that rite, in common view, signifi- 
cancy and substance. And, what betore | 
appeared as the gratuitous adoption of tire | 
unconscious infant into the visible church of 
Christ, becomes now the voluntary accep- 
tance of the Christian’s covenant, and the 
spiritual initiation of the intelligent and im- 
strueted. So that, with those who cannot 
comprehend the value of infant baptism, it 





nion, it presents itself as an intelligible and 
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connecting medium between our two creat 
sacraments. It renews and confirms the 
covenant entered into by the one; and it 
makes the due preparation to seal and sanc- 
| tify that covenant by the other. So that, 


made the occasion of spreading thiough 
your entire paiishes, in a way the best cal- 
culated to excite interest and attention, the 
whole scheme of a Christian’s belief and 
duty. 

** You have witnessed for yourselves, my 
Reverend Brethren, the great eagerness 
which was manifested for the instructions 
given, and the tracts circulated, picvious 
to the late Confirmations; and you ean 
say, whether that occasion did not furiish 
you with the opportunities of more extensive 
aud edifying teaching to you flock than 
you have usually enjoyed; and whether 
it did not afford to (hem incentives, and in- 
spire them with a zeal, to Jearn and profit 
from your teaching, which have wot been 
manifested at other times. In truth, no- 
thing could tend more to stir up a spirit of 
religious improvement amongst the people, 
nothing could bring the clergy iuto more 
profitable contact with their parishioners, 
nothing could present them nore in the light 
of true pastors looking to the welfare oi 
their flocks, than a system which exhibited 
the whole clergy of the diocess, in all its 
ranks, from the highest to the lowest, in 
active exertion, seeking every where after 
the young and uninstructed, visiting every 
cottage, soliciting every parent, encourag- 
ing and instructing every child, to draw 
them to the knowledge and practice of reli- 
gion, and to guide their tect into that path 
which, if through the Divine grace they 
continue in it, will lead them to everlasting 
happiness.” pp. 9—I11. 


In asubsequent part of his Charge, 
the bishop strongly points out the 
evil of worldly contormiy. Itstrikes 
‘us, in reading the passage, that there 
is not sufficient stress laid upon what 





| 

| ‘ i “ 

/we may denominate a spiritual ab- 
| 


stinence from worldly habits, as 
distinguished from a merely profes- 
stonal abstinence : or, in other words, 
that the point ts insisted on more 
‘as a cold question of duty, than 
‘connected with those devout feelings, 


may be considered, with a certaim Jatitude, | those uspirations after heavenly ob- 
' 


as the baptism of the adult. 
** Again, as Confirmation is prescribed by 

the Church as the legitimate introduction }| 

of the young Christian to the holy com:nu- 


No. XJ...Vol. FV. 


jects, those sentiments of love to 

God, of gratitude to the Saviour, and 

of holy enjoyment in the ways of re- 
42 
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ligion, which render it not merely 
the obligation, but the privilege 
and the delight of the Christian, lay, 
as well as clerical, ‘‘ to come out, 
and to be separate” froma world 
that lieth in wickedness and the wick- 
ed one; a world that is at war with 
his renovated nature ; a world that 
is not his home, and whose language 
and principles are diametrically op- 
posed to those of that ‘heavenly 
city’’ to which he is hastening, and 
where he expects ‘to be for ever 
with the Lord.” We do not mean to 
intimate that his lordship did not in- 
tend these or similar ideas to lie as 
the substratum of his arguments; 
but in detaching the following useful 
and interesting passages, we thought 
it well to bring these ideas more pro- 
minently forward, lest any reader 
should unjustly confine his lordship’s 
remarks to a merely formal proprie- 
ty of manners, aud an exemplary 
discharge of professional duty, which 
may be found where the heart is 
dead to all really spiritual feeling in 
religion ; where there exists nothing 
akin to what the Psalmist meant, 
when he said, ‘‘ Whom have I in 
heaven but thee ? and there is none 
upon earth that [ desire in compari- 
son of Thee!” or an Apostle, when 
he exclaimed, ‘‘ whom having not 
seen we love ; in whom, though now 
we see him not, yet believing, we 
rejoice with joy unspeakable, and 
full of glory.”” We can give only a 
part of bis lordship’s valuable admo- 
nition. Would that it were deeply 
engraven on the minds of all our 
clergy on both sides of St. George’s 
channel! 

“ We can never, surely, forget the solemn 
vows of ovr Ordination Service, that we 


would apply all our diligence to frame 
and fashion our own lives, and the lives of 


our families, according to the doctrine of | 


Christ, and to make both ourselves and 
them, as much as in us lieth, wholesome 
examples of the flock of Christ.? This, it 
is clear, marks us out, as bound by the most 
sacred engagements to a course of life dif- 
ferent from that which is unhappily too pre- 
valent in the world at large: it mark us out, 











not as persons who may freely conform to 
ali the fashions which surround us, but as 
persons who are to place before the eyes ot 
society ‘ wholesome examples.’ 

6 Are the clergy, then, to be afraid of the 
charge of singularity, if they do not break 
through their solemn vows, and mix them- 
selves in the secular pursuits, and the re- 
laxed manners and habits, of those who 
have not incurred the like obligations? 
Are they, who are set up, as lights upon 
a hill; who are appointed to be the models 
and exemplars of the many; are they to 
descend from that high and truly dignified 
station, and to be the followers of that 
multitude, whom it is their business to di- 
rect; nay more, of whom great numbers at 
all times look to them for direction? They 
may depend upon it, if they act so, that they 
are not only acting in violation of their 
vows, and in defeasance of their usefulness, 
but that they are flinging from them that 
very respect and estimation, which they are 
making these sacrifices to obtain. 

“It is manifest, I do not here speak oi 
a conformity in what is decidedly profligate, 
or immoral: that belongs to a higher order 
of criminality, about which no one can be 
mistaken, and which is sure to be visited 
with universal condemnation. But I speak 
of that conformity which (unfortunately) 
too many of our order deem not inconsistent 
with their profession: a conformity in a- 
musements, in manners, in occupations; a 
conformity, in short, which tends to blend 
and confound the clerical order with the 
other classes of society, so that every dis- 
tinguishing character of a minister of the 
Gospel is made to vanish from the view, the 
parish priest becomes lost in the country 
gentleman, and the spiritual guide supersed - 
ed by the sociable companion. No: as in 
every profession there is a certain demean- 
our which befits it; so is there e:minently 
in ours. And that departure from such de- 
meanour, which in other professions would 
be unseemly, in ours becomes not less than 
criminal, It belongs to all, to abstain from 
evil; but it is bound upon us to abstain 
from all appearance of evil. Levity suits 
not the calling of a Christian minister.— 
Secular occupations are not its true employ- 
ment. His office is a grave one. And his 
manners and his habits should not disgrace 
it.” pp. 20—22. 

‘It is not through pleasureable pursuits 
only but through those of business also, 
that the clergy may be drawn away from 
their proper duties, and lose their distinctiye 
character. “Those exertions of industry, 
which, in other situations of life would be 
highly praiseworthy, may be, in that of a 
minister of the Gospel, deserving of condem- 
nation, We have already touched unon 








1823. 


some of the chief occupations of a parish 
Minister; and, not to insist here on the 
loss of station and of respect which must 
attend his engaging in any of the modes of 
worldly traflic, it is manifest, from what has | 
been said, that no leisure can be left to him | 
for suchemployments. ‘To do justice to his | 
spiritual trust, must furnish a full demand 
upon all, of time, of ability, and of atten- 
tion, that he can bestow. And therefore 
whatever of these he expends on worldly 
business, he withholds from that higher bu- 
siness which he has engaged himself to dis- | 
charge to the exclusion of every other. It 

is not possible for him to serve both God 

and mammon. And therefore it is, that, in 

the engagement which a minister is called | 
upon to make, at the time of his admission | 
to the sacred office, he is required to forsake | 
and set aside (as much as lieth in him) all 

worldly cares, and to give himself wholly to 
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the one office to which it hath pleased God 
| 


to call him. pp. 23, 24. 


“ The only remaining extract from | 
the Raphoe Charge for which we) 
can find room, is one of considerable | 
length, but which touches with such | 
sound wisdom, moderation, and can- 
dour, upon several points of vital 
importance to the United Church of 
England and Ireland in particular, | 
and in some measure to the church | 
of Christ at large, that even if it! 
were longer than it is we should feel 

unwilling to omit or abridge it. In, 
the present attitude of contending | 
parties among those who are, or| 
ought to be, brethren, we know not | 
whether most to admire the justness | 
of his lordship’s sentiments, or the | 
integrity and fearlessness with which | 
he has avowed them. We will not) 
awaken unnecessary irritation, by | 
making an application of his lord- 
ship’s remarks to any particular set | 
of tenets, or to the spirit and con-. 
duct of any individual, or indivi-. 
duals, whether secular or spiritual, | 















church, and producing a real and 
desirable uniformity, than if all the 
clergy could be melted down and cast 
red-hot by some zealot into his own 
narrow mould, and thus made appar- 
ent fac-similies of each other. 


“The, Christian world is, unhappily, 
much divided ov some points; and, even 
within the pale of our own church, differ- 
ences have arisen, which interfere lamenta- 
bly with that unity and harmony which are 
so desirable in a Christian community. It 
might be expected, that the standard of doc- 
trines, contained in the articles of our 


'| church, would have prevented this diversity, 


at least amongst all who have embraced 
that admirable summary, asthe rule of their 
Christian belief. But here, unfortunately, 
the difficulty recurs: and such is the impere 
fection of human things, that that which 


was designed to compose all differences of 
opinion, is itself converted into a cause of 


difference, and made a ground of acrimo- 
nious controversy. 

“The wisdom of the fathers of our 
church—a wisdom which seems little less 
than the result of inspiration—a wisdom 
certainly which marks its origin to have 


been from above—laid the foundation of 


this great scheme of Christian doctrine in 
a deep knowledge of the nature of man, as 
well as of the things of God. ‘Those ex- 
cellent persons were well aware, that the 
minds of men are not all cast in the same 
mould; that, onthe contrary, the varieties 
of the human understanding are not less 
diversified than those of the human counte- 
nance ; and that, asin the case of the latter, 
even where the closest resemblance exists, 
there are still found some features of char- 
acteristic difference; so in the former, even 
where the same general truths are embrac- 
ed, some varying traits of thinking, and 
some distinguishing modes and qualifica- 
tious of the primary principle will present 
themselves in diflerent minds. The former 
of our articles, therefore, did not determine 
to proceed as in a mathematical straight 
line; but advanced in a path of reasonable 
aud Scriptural latitude; which, whilst it 
comprized within it all that was essential 
in doctrine, excluded all that was erro- 


undignified or dignified ; but we ! neous; and w hich, consequently, enabled 
; Saath ie ehainy i ee j those who agreed in the great fundamental 
earnestly entreat a MN May | truths of the Gospel, to walk together in 


concern, of whatever name Or party | Christian harmony, as became those who 
in the church, to weigh well and to | were brethren‘in Christ Jesus. Now, in the 
profit by his lordship’s seasonable ij same spirit in which the Articles of our 


aad . -¢|| Church were at first propounded, the 
: ' m 2 1 ’ y 
admonitions Such sentiments, if || should continue to be received and taught. 


general, would go infinitely further | And no individual should conceive himself 
towards allaying the wounds of the at liberty—-not even the highest in the 
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church, who, in this case, has no more right 
than the lowest—to impose upon these arti- 
cles any private sense of his own, to the 
exclusion of every other that may not hap- 
pen to agree with his in every particular. 
It is manifest, that he who does so, proposes 
a new test, different from that which has 
been sanctioned by the church to which we 


belong; and, so far, usurps an authority to | 
which he has no title, and himself violates | 


the standard by which he presumes injurt- 
ously to judge the orthodoxy of others. 


** To prove, that this is a just view ofthe | 


case, I-shall read to you part of the Decla- 
ration, which, by Royal Mandate, is pre- 
fixed to the Articles; and which openly 
manifest the true spirit in which they were 
composed, and the duty of those who pro- 
fess to submit to their direction For the 
purpose of healing the curious and unhappy 
differences, which have for so many bhun- 
dred years, in different times and places, 
exercised the church of Christ,’ the Royal 
Declaration observes, ‘We will, that all 
further curious search be laid aside, and 
these disputes shut up in God’s promises, as 
they be generally set forth to us in the Holy 
Scriptures, and the generel meaning of the 
Articles of the Church of England, accord- 
ing to them. 
shall print er preach, to draw the article 


| 
j 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





And that no man, hereafter, | 


aside in any way, but shall submit to it in! 


the plain and full meaning thereof; and 


shall not put his own sense or comment to be | 


the meaning of the Article, but shall take 
it in the literal and grammatical sense.’ 

‘* Thus, happily, through the wisdom of 
the Church, we have one standard, not ma- 
ny. We are not left to the authoritative 
dictum of every confident person, who shall 
assume more than oracular authority, and 
pronounce that Ais view, and his view only, 
of the doctrines of the Church, as set forth 
in the Articles, is the true one; but, each 
individual is left to the ‘literal and gram- 
matical sense of the Articles, and to his 
own conscience, to judge what they declare 
to be the doctrines of Scripture: and, the 
same Articles refer him to that Scripture, 
as the only authority by which they submit 
themselves to be tried. Thus we see, that, 
if the unity of the church be broken by the 
jarrmgs of those who exclude from the pale 
of her received doctrines albthat differ from 
their peculiar views of orthodoxy, the arti- 
eles are not the cause of this dissension. 
They pronounce, that a certain latitude ex- 


ists, within which those who differ may con- | 


srieutiously subscribe to a common creed: 


and those, on the other hand, who will ad- | 


mit no such latitude, cantradict the Articles 


{ 





j 
| 
} 
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an act of schism, in driving from the Church 
those who may be purer members of it than 
themselves; in raising up those curious 
yuestions and controversies, which war with 
Christian concord, in rending asunder that 
one great iamily which should live together 
in brotherly umion; and in setting up & vae 
riety of creeds, in place Of the one admiras 
ble, comprehensive, and scriptural digest, 
under which the members of our Church 
have the happiness to enjoy a Christian 


| freedom. 


“If any proof were wanting, that our 
Articles are, as they profess to be, of a 
comprehensive character, it would be found 
in this, that, of the contending parties into 


| which our Church is unhappily divided, 


each claim them as his own, By those 
who hold the creed of Arminius, they are 
prenounced to be Arminian; and, by those 
who hold the creed of Calvin, they are pro- 
nounced to be Calvinistic. The natural 
inference of the impartial reasoner would 
be, that they are nezher; whilst they con- 
tain within them what may be traced te 
some of the leading principles of both. And 
this is the truth. ‘They are not enslaved to 
the dogmas of any party in religion. ‘Lhey 
are not Arminian. ‘They are not Calvanistic. 
They are Scriptural. They are Christian. 
As the different parties profess to derive 
their leading tenets trom Scripture, so do 
they profess to find them in the Articles. 
isut these are answerable to the extrava- 
gances of no sect; and are as far removed 
from the unjustifiable assumption, that man 
is sufficient for his own salvation, as they 
are from the monstrous metaphysics that 
would render him in all respects a necessa~ 
ry agent, and altogether passive and inope- 
rative in that great work. 

*Atthe same time, the true Christian 
teacher should not be deterred trom setting 


‘forth the great fundamental doctrines which 


|the Articles contain, by the imputation of 
| particular names, which ignorance may at- 


_ tach to those doctrines. 
; has contributed to give, to some of the sects 


’ 





| 


Nothing, in truth, 


and parties in religion, so much credit and 
popularity, as the erroneously ascribing 
to them, as a characteristic of their pecu- 


| liar creed, tenets which belong to our com- 


mon Chrisnanity. Thus, for example, no- 
thing is more common, at the present day, 
than to hear a person pronounced to be a 
Calvinist, because he holds the doctrine of 
original sin, or of justification by faith ; 
whereas, he might with equal justice be so 
denominated for holding the doctrines of the 
Trinity or the Atonement. But, let the 
honest and faithful servant of his Lord not 


which they profess to support; and, if they | fear to insist on al] the great doctrines of 
happen to possess authority in the Church, || the Gospel, as they are laid before him in 


they are feariully responsible, as guilty of |! the Articles. 


The Fall of man, the Atone- 
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ment by Jesus Christ, the Personality and) 
Divinity of the Son of God and the Holy , 
Spirit, the doctrine of Original and Actual | 
Sin, the insufficiency of man to merit hea- 
ven by his own works, justification by faith, 
the need and nature of the Divine influen- 
ces, the importance of the Christian sacra- 
ments, the social, moral, and spiritual duties 
which become the Christian, and which are 
to be grounded upon evangelical principles, 
on love to God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ; these are the vital truths, which 





the Articles fully justify him in preaching; | 
and these are the truths which, if preached 
zealously and honestly by the clergy of the | 
Established Church, will not fail to uphold | 
the ciedit of that Church, whilst they pro- 
mote the true cause of Christian holiness in 
these lands. 

“* At the same time, it is particularly ne- 
cessary to guard the young student in di- 
vinity against extremes on these points. 
The ardour of youth requires to be restrain- 
ed, not stimulated: it seizes upon strong 


points, and is disposed to take rapid views. | 


The young preacher, therefore, should be 
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stating our humble views upon the 
subject ; but at present we confine 
ourselves to two or three é€xtracts 
from his Grace’s charge, unconnect- 
ed with points of controversy. 

The Archbishop thus affectionate - 
ly impresses upon his clergy the du- 
ties which they bound themselves to 
perform at their ordination :— 


‘*What is the description which our Or 
dination Service presents, of the character, 
duties, and obligations, of those who are 
admitted to the Christian ministry in our 








particularly careful and suspicious. of him- 
self. 
himself with partisans, who are ever watch- | 
ful to enrol him amongst their ranks: and, 
therefore, until he bas time and opportunity 
to take a comprehensive and scriptural view 
of the Gospel, and fully to acquaint himself 
with the opinions aud arguments of expe- 
rienced and eminent divines, he will be much 
cafer in not pushing his bark adventurously 
trom the shore. His preaching should be 
moderate on these great leading points, and 
dealing more in their results of holiness and 
zood living, than in the schemes and sys- 
tems to which they may seem to lead.’??— 
pp. JO—3b. 


The length of this highly impor- 
tant extract will preclude our devot- 
ing much space to his Grace’s Charge 
to his clergy of the archbishoprick of 
Dublin. Some remarks in this Charge 
naturally excited a warm controver- 
sy, which having now, we believe, 
died away, we shall cautiously ab- 
stain from renewing; especially as 
we have not time or space at pre- 
sent toenter, at the length and with 


He is in great danger of identifying | 





the attention with which the topic; 
would demand, upon the peculiar and 
delicate circumstances under which 
the Established Church of Lreland is 
placed. We may possibly take an 
opportunity, at some future time, of 





| church? Are they not there expressly re- 
| presented as the ** messengers, watchmen, 
and stewards of the Lord;’ who are ‘to 
teach, and to premonish, to feed and to 
| provide for the Lord’s family:? Are they 
‘not warned to keep in constant ‘ remem- 
brance how great a treasure is committed 
to their charge ;? no less than the sheep of 
Christ which he bought with his death, and 
for whom he shed his blood: and that ‘the 
‘church and congregation, whom they must 
serve, is his spouse and his body ;’ and that, 
‘if it shall happen the same church or any 


|| member thereof, to take any hurt or hin- 


| drance by reason of their negligence,’ they 
should think with dread upon * the greatness 
of the fault, and the horrible punishment 
that will ensue :’? that they should therefore, 
considering with themselves the end of their 
ministry towards the children of God, to- 
wards the spouse and body of Christ,” be- 
ware ‘that they never cease their labour, 
their care and diligence, until they have 
done all that lieth in them, according to 
their bounden duty, to bring all such as are 

| or shall be committed to their charge, into 
that agreement into the faith and knowledge 
of God, and to that ripeness and perfect- 
ness of age in Christ, that there be no place 
left among them, either for error in religion, 
| Or for viciousness in life ?? 

“Wel! then, indeed, may they be so 

| lemnly called on (as they are immediately 
after) to ‘see, with what great care and 
study they ought to apply themselves; as 
well that they may shew themselves dutifu! 
and thankful to the Lord, who hath placed 
them in so high a dignity, as to be carefu! 
that they neither themselves offend, nor be 
occasion that others offend:’ and that, for 
this purpose, they should, as muchas in 
them lies, * forsake and set aside all worldly 
cares and studies,’ and endeavour ‘by 
God’s grace to give themselves wholly t 

the office, whereunto it hath pleased God 
to call them, so 45, to the utmost of thei: 





power, to apply themselves wholly to this 
one id draw all their cares 
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study this way; and that they will continu- 
ally pray to God the Father, by the media- 
tion of our only Saviour Jesus Christ, for 
the heavenly assistance of the Holy Ghost, 


that, by daily reading and weighing of the — 
Scriptures, they may wax riper and stron-* 


gerin their ministry; and that they may so 
endeavour themselves from time to time, to 
sanctify the lives of them and theirs, and to 
fashion them after the rule and doctrine of 
Christ, that they may be wholesome and | 
godly examples and patterns for the people | 
to follow. pp. 7—9. 


His Grace earnestly points out the 


necessity of increased zeal and unan- | 
imity in the clergy, from the consid- | 
eration not only of personal duty, 
but of the peculiar circumstances of 


the times. ‘hus he remarks : 


“There is no slumbering on our post. 
We may rest assured, that if we join luke- 


warmness from within, to the unnecessary | 


hostility which assails us from without, and |} 
assails us in every form and degree from || 
the false and hypocritical pretence of a de- 
sire for the improvement of our order, to the | 
open violence which avows the purpose of | 
its extinction, the triumph of those who | 


labour for the downfall! ef our church will 


soon be completed. 

“It will not do, to boast of our ortho- 
doxy, and shew no fruit of right opinions 
in our practice; to content ourselves with 
exclaiming against what is called new light, 
without endeavouring to extend to our 
flocks the benefit of the o/d; to be feariul 
of an excess of zeal, without any alarin as 
to the consequence of indifference; and to 
reserve for the appearance of sanctity and 
separation from the world against our bre- 
thren, the indignation and censure, which 
should be bestowed upon levity of demeanor 
and habitual carelessness about spiritual 
concerns, 

** The time is come, when, if not from 
higher considerations, we must, from pru- 
dence at least, bring these things to an end. 


The time is come, when we must shew our- | 


selves, in truth and in spirit, what we pro- | 
fess ourselves to be, the soldiers and ser- 
vants of Christ; when we must amanilest in | 


our lives the superior excellence of that pure 


and reformed religion which we have un- 
dextaken to teach.” pp. 17, 15. 


His Grace further strongly en- 
forces the duty of ‘strict residence” 


in the clergy, and dwells particular- 
Jy, and with great feeling and furce, . 


- Review of Archbishop Magce’s two Charges. 
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upon their office asa pastoral rela- 
tion. 


“‘The true relation of the clergy to the 
people (it cannot be too often repeated) 
is a pastoral relation. It is not by the 
parish minister’s securing the ostensible 
discharge of the Sunday’s duty, that he pro- 
perly exercises his functions ; nor even by 
his providing for a punctual attention to 
| those occasional duties which he is invited 
to discharge. No: the clergyman should 
be the true parish priest; in continual con- 
tact with his flock ; one, whose voice they 
iknow; not only in constant residence 
| amongst them, but in continual intercourse 
| with them; their adviser; their friend; the 
| 
' 
{ 


i 





moderator of their disputes; the composer 
| of their differences; the careful instructor 
of their children; not content merely te 
| afford spiritual aid where it may be de- 
| manded, but vigilant to discover where it 
| may be applied, and prompt to bestow it 
| ¥ here it will be received: stimulating all, 
_aud particularly the young, to come to that 
| fountain of living waters, which it is his 
office to dispense ; and proving to his people 
| by every possible exertion, that the first ob- 
| yect he has at heartis their everlasting wel- 
| fare. All this, it is manifest, he can ‘effect, 
| only by living continually amongst his flock, 

} and by the continued personal discharge ot 
|| the several offices of the priesthood, pp. 30, 
| Ol. 

| ‘There are some points in this 
Charge, and perhaps in the former, 
‘on which minor differences of opi- 
-nion may exist among good men, 
and even among sound churchmen. 
On these we have avoided touch- 
ing, being anxious chiefly to bring. 
before our readers on the eastern 
side of the channel a portion of the 
+ valuable remarks of the learned Arch- 
bishop, without entering at present 
into the litigations either of British 
-or Jrish controversy. We bad occa- 
sion in former years (see Christian 
Observer fur 1803 and 1810) to 
i speak with high applause of his 
| Grace’s now well-known and justly 
popular discourse on Sacrifice and 
| Atonement ; and we have hailed with 
| great pleasure the accession of so 
zealous, learned, 2nd orthodox a 
| prelate to the episcopal ranks of the 
sister kmgdom: a remark which, as 
his Grace has been pleased, in the 
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svork just mentioned, to designate the 
Christian Observer, as © a periodi- 
cal publication distinguished for the |) 
uprightness.” as well as for ‘ the ta- 
lent with which it is conducted,”’— 

we trust, will not be construed into 
a mere customary compliment, but 
be viewed as an unfeigned, however 
humble, tribute of respect to those 
eminent qualifications which have 
long placed his Grace high among 
the most learned and successful de- 
fenders of ‘‘ the faith once delivered 
to the saints,” against some of the 
most dangerous errors which have 
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only add our humble prayer to the 
Giver of every good gift, that the 
Most Reverend author m: ty be long 
spared to regulate the affurs of his 
inportant province with that piety, 
wisdom, conciliation, and tirmness, 
which its circumstances so urgently 
require ; and that lis cle rey. en- 
lightened and guided by the senti- 
ments which we have quoted from 
these Charges, may be enabled dili- 
gently and “successfully to promote 
the Gospel of their Saviour, with all 
its holy and healing effects, tn their 





infested the Christian church. We 


FOREIGN 


PLANTING OF THE CROSS AT, MONTPE- 
LIER. 


It is deeply to be lamented, that | 


the laudable zeal of the Ultra Royal- 
ist and Ultra Catholic party in France 
to awaken a sense of religion among 
the people, should have been ex-| 
pended chiefly in reviving the most 
frivolous mummeries and supersti- 
tions of the Church of Kome, unde- | 
fecated by the scriptural light of the | 
Protestant Reformation, or even by 
the moderate counsels of those mem- | 
bers of the Gallican hierarchy itselt— | 
the Pascals, the Fenelons, and the | 
Arnaulds of a former age, who, with 
all their attachment to a corrupt) 
church, inculcated a far more pure) 
and spiritual system than that which | 
the itinerating missionaries of the} 
papal power are now zealously en- 
deavouring to introduce. These new 
fopperies, studiously accommodated | 
to the taste of the French nation, 
will too probably tend to fanaticize | 
one part of the people, and to diagust 
the other ; leaving both, alas! ata 
distance from the pure and heart- 
searching doctrines and duties of our 
holy religion. The style in which 
these spectacles are arranged for the 
public edification, may be learned 
from the following graphic descrip- 


_ 





' . 
\the sacrament before, 


respective spheres of ministration. 
| [Ch, Observer. 
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at 
It is extracted from the 
tour of a recent female traveller.— 
| We are not wholly satisfied with one 
‘or two of the writer’s incidental re- 
imarks, and should be inclined to 
subtract something from the ** much 


tion of “ the planting of the cross” 
| Montpelier. 





good” which she states to have been 


|done by the Catholic missions till we 
|are better assured than we at present 
\are, that these splendid and imposing 
ceremonials will be succeeded by a 
cordial reception of the religion of 
the Bible in its elevating purity of 
doctrine, and its boly and selt-denying 
eflects upon the life. ‘The general 
distribution of the Scriptures, the 
Christian education of children and 
youth, and the simple unostentativus 
preaching ofthe Gospel, though they 
might not have suddenly drawn to- 
gether, as if by magic, ‘live thousand 
communicants, who never received 
” or emptied 
the markets of poultry during Lent, 
would, in our Protestant judgment, 
have laid a much safer and surer 
foundation for a genuine and rational 
revival of Scriptural piety, among 
the much neglected population of 
France, than all the pomp of specta- 
We are 
‘not, indeed, insensible to the decen- 








truded on their outward senses.— 
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cies and public advantages of the 
outward forms of religion; but these 
may, and often do, exist where there 
ig none of its power, and are always 
the more dangerous in proportion as 
they lead men to substitute the one 
for the other. 

We are thankful, however, that 
even “tone young servant girl” 
should have had her conscience awa- 
kened to a practical duty, and we 
would hope that in her instance, and 
many others, ‘ penance” was, what 
the word really means, genuine re- 
pentance—and that at least here and 
there a true penitent in these pro- 
miscuous assemblages was brought in 
heart to the foot of that Cross, and 
the obedience of that Saviour, whose 
representation was, as we think, sn- 
perstitiously, if not profanely, ob- 


The extract is as follows :— 

“ April 19, 1821.—We this day 
retraced our steps to Montpelier, and 
took up our abode at l’Hotel du Pal- 
ais Royal. In our prominades about 
this place, we could not avoid being 
struck with the astonishing alteration 
which the mission appears to have 
operated in the manners+ of the in- 
habitants, since our visit a few months 
before. Those who, during the sea- 
son of the carnival, seemed to he 
occupied only in dancing, dressing, 
and card-playing, were now to be 
seen constantly attending their 
churches and processions. ‘The town 
looked desolate, and the market was 
absolutely deserted. In all the poul- 
try market was only to be found one 
woman with a few couples of chick- 
ens! The part appropriated to vege- 
tables were not quite so abandoned. | 
Many of the shops were filled with | 
engraving of the Holy Family, and | 
sacred pictures; but among them) 
M. l’ Abbé Guyon and the cross were | 
the most universal. There is no | 
doubt that the mission has done much 
cood here : five thousand individuals | 
have communicated, who never re. | 
ceived the sacrament before. A’ 





s 
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young servant girl, who had stolen 
some articles from her mistress, con- 
fessed her crime to M Guyon, res- 
'tored the stolen goods, and submiited 
to the penance imposed on her. 

* April 27.—How shall I describe 
the singular ceremony of the plauta- 
tion of the cross? Such an élan of 
| popular feeling as it excited is scarce- 
ly to be rendered by description. 
The procession moved from the hos- 
pital about eleven o’clock ; and we 
first perceived it, as the foremost 
part came winding down the street 
to the esplanade. A body of cavalry 
preceded ; followed by the Plenttens 
blancs, in their white dresses and 
veils, with the usual masks, walking 
four abreast, two on each side of the 
road. Among this band were several 
vases adorned with flowers, and a 
temple, supported by statues repre- 
senting angels, in the interior of 
which were gilded images of the 
Virgin and Child; the canopy was 
ornamented with white feathers. 
Next came the Penitens blues, dis- 
tinguished by a blue ribbon round 
their necks; after them, the boys 
and men of the hospital, and the 
school of orphans. Then followed 
the body of the inhabitants, who 
formed the great mass of the proces- 
sion. distributed according to their 
respective parishes. 

‘* The unmarried females preced- 
ed, amounting to an immense num- 
ber; veiled, and attired completely 
in white, and each holding a small 
blue flag, on which the cross was 
worked in white satin. Amongthem 
were all the principal young Jadies 
of the city, easily distinguishable by 
the elegance of their attire, from 
those belonging to inferior classes. 
They wore caps and veils of gauze, 
or lace ; muslin dresses, beautifully 
trimmed, and white satin shoes— 
They sung psalms and hymns as they 
proceeded. . When this part of the 
female procession reached the espla- 
nade, they made a pause, and the 
different divisions sung in parts, those 
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hehind responding to those in the 
fore-ground. ‘This scene was very 
interesting: and it was impossible 
to see so many elegant young ladies 
in this bridal attire, and to hear their 
harmonious voices chaunting sacred 
music. without the imagination being 
traasported to ‘ the multitude having 
white robes and palms in their 
hands,’ and to the ‘ harpers harping 
with their harps, which the Apoca- 
Iypse presents to the scriptural rea- 
der. Itelt how strongly the Roman 
Catholic religion addresses itsell to 
ihe senses ; and how calculated it is 
to obtain and preserve power over 
the multitude, since even I, a Pro- 
testant, am not insensible of the 
seductive and touching influence ot 
some of its ceremonies. 

“ Each parish was preceded by a 
band of music, making, by its mar- 
tial melody, rather a singular con- 
trast with the religious chaunt which 
so soon succeeded to it. 

‘+ After this almost countless train 
of white females had slowly swept 


along, came a sable suite composed || 


entirely of the married women, who 
were all in black, with the exception 
of a white veil. Madame de F. only, 
the lady of the first President, wore 
a black veil to distinguish her lrom 
the rest. Next followed two com. 
panies of men, who had already 
taken their turn to carry the cross, 
two hundred in each division: a 
third company were relieved by a 
fourth, at the foot of the esplanade ; 
the remaining six relieved each other 
at the various stations appointed for 
that purpose. At each of these 
piaces was erected a species of cano- 
py. formed of high posts, festooned 
with evergreens, and connected with 
wreaths of the same, intermixed with 
artificial white flowers: from many 
were suspended crosses formed of 
lilacs, stocks, &e. 

«“'Then came the cross itself, the 
first sight of which was accompanied 
by loud cheers from the assembled 
multitude, crying ‘* Vive la Croix! 

No. XI... Vou. IV. 
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hurra, hurra!” It was forty-five 
ieet long; and the wooden figure ol 
our Saviour Was painted with the 
hlood flowing from the wounds. If 
Was to me an unpleasant spectacle, 
and f involuntarily closed my eyes. 
| ‘The artificers of the image it seems 
thought it was really alive; and in 
| consequence, declared to the Abbe 
Guyon that they would not nail it 
to the cross; which object the mis 
sionary Was obliged to execute him- 
self, M. Guyon was, in this part of 
the procession, marshalling the men, 
igiving the word of command. now 
\jumping on the cross, then on the 
‘frame work, fh the prosecution of 
his arduous office, and reminded me 
of David dancing betore the ark. 
‘The bishop and clerzy followed 
ithe cross; after them, the authori- 
ties, and last of all a regiment of 
}soldiers and band. I have omitted 
‘fo mention that two thin lines of 
‘infantry extended throughout the 
| whole length of the procession, to 
keep olf the crowd. 
‘* "Phe procession took two hours 
(in passing by the spot on which we 
_were stationed ; it consisted of fifteen 
thousand iudividuals: about sixty 
jthousand were present, including 
| the spectators assembled in different 
'parts of the town to view it. 

“'fo this immense multitude, M, 
/Guyon addressed a few words ot 
exhortation, first from the cross, and 
afterwards from a stone pedestal, 
which, prior to the revolution, sup- 
ported a statue. During this short 
/harangue, which lasted only a few 
| ninutes, this extraordinary man ad 
dressed an appropriate word of ex- 
-hortation to every class of people 
present. He spoke to the Bishop 
and authorities, paying them the 
highest reverence ; to the clergy, 
' the officers, the soldiers, the nobility, 
the merchants, the trades-people, 
! and artizans ; the ladies, the females 
vi the lower orders; the young, the 
vid, the rich, the poor. Above all 
he exhorted them te concord, obli- 
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vion of parties and past injuries, | 


loyalty, religion, and universal char- 
ity. 

“When the cross began to be) 
raised, a general shout of acclama- | 
tion burst from the assembled multi- | 
tude. A young lady near me (who 


JUNE. 


had escaped from the procession, 
alarmed by the vicinity of the horses) 
| exclaimed, ‘Que cest edifiant cela.’ 

| 1 smiled internally, but reflected that 
‘it was well for her if she was edi- 
fied.”’ 


i [Ch. Observer. 
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Sixth Report of the Amer. Col. Socicty. 
(Concluded rom page 317.) 

It is well known, that nothing; 
contributes so effectually to the, 
safety and influence of an individual | 
amongst uncivilized men, as the 
practical knowledge of the arts of 
more enlightened nations. ‘The 
eelings of veneration and selfishness, 
peculiarly strong in uncultivated na- 
tures, are enlisted at once in favour 
of him who evinces powers that as- 
tonish by their might or mysterious- 
ness, and are covetted for their 
utility. It has been, indeed, by the 
visits and exertions of “ intelligent 
strangers,” that many rude tribes 
have been rescued from Barbarism, 
and elevated to importance and dig- 
nity among the nations of the world. 
“In the early traditions of Greece and 
Italy, some traces of such sources of | 
civilization may be found, and the’ 
benefactors of nations who were said | 
to have descended from the skies, | 
and were honoured as gods, are rea- , 
sonably supposed to have been no 
other than intelligent foreigners, who. 
first brought the useful arts of their 
own countries to a rude and ignorant 
people. A similar origin has been 
ascribed to the civilization which 
was found ip some kingdoms of South | 
America on their first discovery by 
the Spaniads. If the nations of the; 
old world had their Cadmus and Sa- 
turo, Peru had her Manco Capac, | 
who instructed her once barbarous | 
people in agricuiture and the liberal | 
arts, and w s hose accidental arrival | 








gave rise to the fable of his descent | 


tance. that all those who may at this 
early period become residents at the 
Colony, should not only be persons 
of moral worth and industrious hab- 
its, but also possessed of that Agri- 
cultural or Mechanical skill which 
will secure them access to all the 
neighbouring nations, and give them 
an almost magical influence over the 
conduct of the Barbarians. 

The present condition of the na- 
tives in the vicinity of the Society’s 
Settlement, is most favourable to the 
efforts of the Philanthropist, and 
that an attempt to instruct them in 
the arts and Christianity will be suc- 
cessful, seems almost certain. The 
Slave Trade, checked in this part 
of Africa by the noble exertions of 
the American and British Naval 
Officers on the coast, no longer sup- 
plies the wants of the inhabitants ; 
so that they are compelled to look 
to a different commerce, for those 
foreign productions to which they 
are immoderately attached, and even 
their subsistence seems to depend 
upon achange in their mode of life. 
But should the expectation of the 
Board, that the Slave Trade will! 
soon be stigmatized by the unani- 
|mous decision of all the powers of 
Christendom as an offence against 





| the law of nations, be disappointed, 


much may be done towards its ex- 
| termination, by the influence of a 
| Colony. which may open with the 
natives a legitimate commerce, fur- 


i nish them with Agricultural utensils, 


| instruct them in the Arts and the 


them the superiour happiness of an 


from some unknown region probably jive Religion, and exhibit before 


trom the Sun.’ 


The Board consi- | humane, industrious, and Christian 


der it asa matter of the first impor- ! people. 





st & 


a & OC 


aA & 


ae OS gt Oem Gee ete tt me ot 


an en i ate GO Ge ce Oo 2 boo A Oe 6a CO 


ni ihr es ao tee Ck. 








3823. Domestic Intelligence. 339 


The Board are well convinced || enormities of this traffick have arou- 
that an Institytion, which might re- || sed the indignation of Ch. :stian na- 
ceive under its patronage coloured | tions, and they will suppressit. It 
youths destined for the Colony, im-||is impossible that such an offence 
part to them a knowledge of Agri- || against justice, humanity, the dignity 
culture and the useful arts, and edu- | of our nature, and the voice of God, 
cate them in sucha manueras should | should much longer be perpetrated 
besi tend.to ensure their industry,!) with impunity. The sentiments of 
ecosomy, subordination and religion, the age forbid it. They partake too 
would prove o! incalculable advan | much of the kind, generous, and lofty 
tace to their cause. It is believed, | spirit of Christianity, to suifer the 
that such an institution would not || continuance of this outrageous vio- 
only support itself, but also pay the lation ol the most obvious principles 
interest of the capital expended in | of right, of the deepest, truest, and 
its establishment. ‘I'he Board re- || most sacred emotions of the heart. 
joice to learn, that something of this | It will surely afford high gratifica- 
kind is already contemplated by se- | tion to the philanthropists of all na- 
veral high:y respected individuals ; | tions, to learn, that during the last 
and they trust that means will soon | year, the Society of Christian mo- 
be furnished to complete the design. | rals in Paris, formed under the au- 

The Board are not able to say, | thority of the government, bas ap- 
whether a resolution, urged upon the | pointed a committee to devise such 
attention of the legislature of Geor- | means, as may contribute most ef- 
giawby the Putnam Colonization So- | fectually to hasten the abolition of 
ciety, in their very able and interest | the Slave trade; which (in the lan- 
ing Report of the last year, and | guage of this committee) is formally 
which, soon after, was unanimously 1 prohibited by the laws and condemn- 
adopted by the House of Represen- || ed by conscience, but continued by 
tatives hasyet received the sanction | cupidity. ‘his committee is com- 
of the Senate of that State. ‘This ) posed of some of the principal charac- 
resolution authorizes the Governor, |ters in France. ‘The Managers 
of Georgia, to turn over to the Colon- | trust, that they will exert such an 
ization Society, after deducting the | influence on the public mind, that 
expenses incurred on account of Af- | the executive officers will be ex- 
ricans, the proceeds of the sales of | cited to do their duty ; and that the 
sixty re-captured negroes, disposed | French flag will soon be rescued, 
of in pursuance of the act of the legis- || from the opprobrious distinction, of 
lature of 1817, for the benefit of the || alone protecting the Slave trade, on 
State. This act, it will be recol- | the north of the Equator. 
lected, has since been arrested in its No event of the year, has given 
operation, by a law of Congress, of | the Managers more pleasure, than 
the 3d of March, 1819. the formation at Boston, of the 

The Board cannot but hope, that | Massachusetts Society, to aid in the 
the Senate of Georgia, will on this | suppression o! the Slave trade. This 
subject, yield to the powerful appeal | Institution, established in conse- 
made by their own citizens, to their || quence of the application of a gentle- 
‘* intelligence, their patriotism, and | man who offered his services for a 
their humanity.” | lew weeks to the Board, whether we 

The events of the last year, have | consider the place of its origin, the 
confirmed the Board inthe belief, }character of its officers, to fhe 

regard expressed in its constitution 


that the Slave trade, though at pre- | 
sent extensively carried on, must | for the Colonization Society, is en- 
soon finally andforevercease. ‘The || titled to high consideration, and de. 
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mands from the Managers the most | 
cordial expressions of respect and 
esteem. 

The Board can no longer doubt, | 
that their design has met ‘the appro- | 
bation of the most intelligent people | 
in New-England, and that it will re- 
ceive their liberal and continued | 
support. 

It is gratifying to observe the 
sympathy and good feeling among 
enlightened and benevolent men of | 
all nations, resulting from the mutual | 
expression of their sentiments on the 
subject of the Slave trade, and from | 
their combined exertions for tts sup- | 
pression. National animosities seem 
to be extinguished, local prejudices | 
and political jealousies are merged | 
in one common sensibility to the) 
sulferings of a bleeding people; and || 
we trust that the coalition of all) 
Uhristian Powers against the Slave 
trade, will prove the commencement 
of an indissoluble union, which shall | 
fix and perpetuate the peace of the 
world. Every citizen of the United 
States, must glory in the profound 
sense of duty, evinced by his own, 
government, in its strenuous, effi 
cient, and preserving efforts for the 
destruction of this traffick : and rejoice 
in the honourable distinction enjoy- 
ed by his nation, on this account, in 
the opinion of intelligent foreigners. 

And here, the Board beg leave to 


| 
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natural prejudice entertained by it 
against the belligerant right of 
'| search. The immortal honour which 
the Americans have gained by their 
former exertions against the slave 
trade, augmented by their recent 
enac{ments, classing it among pira- 
tical offences, will soon, as it now 
|| appears, be consummated by their 
accession to the principle tor which 
we have been contending. 

‘A Report lies before us from 2 
committe of Congress on this point, 
and nothing can be more judicious or 
enlightened. The perusal o! it may 
well make thosejof our countrymen 
| blush, who pass their lives in effemi- 
nate railing at their kinsmen in the 
new world, and who seem to delight 
in nothing so much as the rational 
| hope, that the jealousies of two na- 
‘tions may be fanned into fierce and 
implacable hostility, at the time 
can least afford to lose 
‘the others assistance. ‘The com- 
|mittee begin with showing, that 
‘a mutual right of search is indis- 
pensable to the object of abolition, 
as affording the only security against 
Slave traders taking refuge under 
ithe flag of any power, which should 
bat any time, become less vigilant 
than the rest, in executing its abo- 
lition laws. ‘They then adv ert to 
‘the prejudices existing in America 
‘to this right, founded upon the opi- 





' when each 





introduce a passage fom a foreign 
publication* of great celebrity, in 
which, the Report of the committee 
of Congress, to whom in 1821, was 
referred so much of the President’s 
Message, as relates to the Slave 
trade, is mentioned in terms of the 
highest commendation. 

“Upon this question,’ (the right of 
search ) says this able writer,“ equal- | 
ly delicate and important, it is with | 
peculiar satisfaction, that we con- 
sider how powerful must be the au- 
thority and influence of the line 
pursued by the American States, 





not only from the just weight of that 
great and Iree nation, but from the 


inions entertained respecting the 
‘practice of searching neutral vessels 
‘in time of war, and they deny, that 
‘the two kinds of search, are in prin- 
ciple, in any degree allied, and most 
| justly observe, that the unqualified 
/admission of England, that no right 
at present exists of searching in time 
of peace, an admission both founded 
upon the decisions of our prize 
| Courts: and evinced by the negoti- 
‘ation itself, ought to remove the 
principal objection against the new 
‘arrangements contended for. ‘They 
put the matter upon plain practical 
ground, when they add, that the 
question Is, whether such an agree- 














~. 


ac 
UaJe 
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ment will be beneficial to the two 
nations, and they truely add, that in- 
conveniences from the detention of 
vessels will be preciuded, by limi- 
ting the right of seizure to ships ha- 
vingslaves actualy on board.” “The 
Writer then proceeds to make some 
quotations from the Keport, prelacing 
them with the remark, we believ 

a inore gratilying example of sound 
principle, never was displayed ina 
state paper.” He concludes, “ The 
most sanguine hopes may therelore 
be entertained, that the question will 
be satistactorily adjusied between the 


eo . . 3) 
English and American governments. 


May we not, then, appeal to the 
body ot our most enlightened Euro- 
pean neighbours, and call upon 
them to stimulate their rulers, not 
only, to follow the example set by 
England and America, in classing the 
Slave ‘Trade among heinous crimes, 
but to join them in that measure, 
which, if those three great maritime 
powers adopt it, must speedily be- 
come the law of nations. 

In conclusion, the Board return 


their thanks to the several Auxiliary | 
to all their friends, | 


Societies, and 


for the assistance afforded to their 


: | 
object during the last year, and beg | 


leave to press upon them the ne- 
cessity of more vigorous and ex- 
tensive exertions. A vessel char- 
tered by the Society, having on 
board Dr. Ayres, and such a nuiw- 
ber of colonists as can be accom- 
modated, wil! sail in afew days trom 
Baltimore to Liperia, 
the purchased ‘lerritory 
coast. 
terest, when the weakness of the 
Colony renders it exposed to dis- 
asters, when causes which could not 
impair a firmer establishment, may 
work its destruction, when the mo- 
mentous question is, shall Africa be 
freed, enlightened, saved, or shall 
her hopes be extinguished—perhaps 


aay 


on the 


forever : the Board cannot believe. 


that they shali be denied the liberal 


contributions of their countrymen. | 


the name of 


At this crisis of intense in- |) 
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They trust that the editors of pub- 
lie papers, aud literary journals, 
will aid their desigu, by  ditlusing 
dcorrect information concerning it, 
that the patriot will think of his 
| country, and vive it kis influence, and 
“we ali the ministers of Keligion, 
will plead tor itin the name ol tlea- 
| ven. I there are those who still be- 
| lieve the maintenance of Govern- 
jment in the Colony unpracticable, 
to them the Board will only say, 
‘that on this subject no serious dith- 
cuity has yet occurred ; and that in- 
| deed, so intimate is the connection, 
between the interest of the settlers 
and their subordination, that rebel- 
lion would prove them alike des- 
titute of reason and of sell regard. 
but it said that) the colonists 
will soon mingle with the natives, 
and sink down into tie rudeness and 
degradation of the Barbarian Chia- 
racier. But such a supposition isin 
coniradiction, uot only to every ar- 
gument which may be tairly deduc- 
ed from the principles of our nature, 
but also to the universal experience 
olmankind. Are not the love of su- 
‘periority and the desire of admira- 
| tion, among the most deeply seated 
sentiments in the human mind! And 
can we believe that civilized men, 
surrounded by those who regard 
them with almost superstitious ven- 
,eralion, will voluntarily abandon alt 
| the privileges of their station and 
| descend tocom)anionship aud alive 
libood with the most iznorant of oui 
i race! But the Board appeal on this 
| subject to the history of the world. 
i tfit has ever happened (which the 
, Board are inclined to doubt,) that a 
| body of civilized men, have by are 
sidence in a barbarous country, de 
generated to a level with the inhabi 
tants, how many are the recorded 
|| instances, in which such men have 
| changed the character and condition 
of unlettered tribes, and elevated 
‘them not meré ly to their own station, 
i) but made them their companions in 
improvernent 


| 
| 





Is 





i 
| 
| 
| 
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May we not trace the origin of civil- 
ization in Greece tothe estabi shment 
in her territories of colomes from 
Egypt? It istrue that less can be 
said of the beneficial effects of the 
Roman colonies, because they were 
generally ‘* Military stations, garri- 


sons kept in conquered countries, | 


advanced posts of a great army 
whose head quarters were at Rome. 
Nothing however can, in most in- 
stances, be more true, than ‘ that 
the benefits in points of civilization, 
resulting to barbarous countries from 
colonies of private adventurers from 
eountries more advanced in know 
ledge, have entailed honour on those 
who imparted them and claimed 
respect and gratitude from those on 
whom they were bestowed ” 

It remains with the public then, 
to decide whether our infant Colony 
shall live ordie. But it shall not die. 
The omnipotent will defend it. The 
Board are confident that heaven will 
not suffer their Enterprise to fail: an 
Enterprise, looking fo results as) 
grand and as glorious as were ever | 
effected by human exertion; that) 
would exterminate a Trade, the | 
thought of which is agony ; cover | 
Africa with the monuments of civ- | 





ilization and the Light of ‘Truth; | 
remedy an evil, in its nature most 
distressing, in its influence most 
injurious, and which threatens to 
convulse our country, and thus: 
render stainless the honour, and 
eternal the stability, of the freest 
and the happiest nation on earth. 


GEORGIA CONVENTION. 
AUGUSTA, MONDAY, 

February 24th, 1823. 

This being the day, appointed by | 

previous notice, for hoiding a Con- | 

vention of the Protestant Episcopal, 

Church, for this State, several | 


| 
} 
‘ 
{ 
} 
‘ 





clergymen and lay delegates attend- | 
ed at St. Paul’s Church in this ci- } 
ty, at halfpast 10 o'clock, A. M. | 

Morning prayer was conducte'! by | 


JUNE, 


the Rev. Hugh Smith, Rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, and an appropriate 
‘and excellent sermon delivered by 
'Rev. Abiet Carter, Rector of Christ 
‘Church, Savannah. 
ADDRESS. 
|The first convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church for the State of 
Georgia, to all the scattered mem- 
bersof that Church, throughout the 
State of Georgia : 
| The present, bretheren, is an 
‘interesting era, in the local history 
| 
| 





‘of our venerable Church. It marks 
the dawn of a brighter day upon her 
prospects. She now appears as a 
“city that is at unity in itself.”’ Her 
spiritual building is now “ fitly fram- 
ed together, that it may grow unto 
}an holy temple in the Lord.”-—Duly 
‘and harmoniously organized, she is 
now about to exchange the feeble- 
‘ness of individual, separate action, 
for the strength of united, concentra- 
ted effort. She is about to take a 
name, and a station, among her sis- 
\ ter churches in our country, and to 
|form a component part of that glo- 
‘rious body, of which Christ Jesus, 
our ascended Lord, is the glorified 
Head. 


| 
} 
| 
| 
} 
! 
j 


|| Deeply indeed are we indebted to 


‘this Divine Head of the Church, for 
his fosterimg care over her infant 
state,—-for having preserved in her 
| members, when as yet “* they were 
'few in number, yea very few, and 
| they strangers in the land;” their 
attachment to her pure and primitive 
| principles, and their zeal for her in- 
| terests ; for having put it into their 
| hearts to associate for the celebration 





| of her services, and the reception of 
| her ordinances,—and finally, for ha- 


‘ving now united by one tie of Chris- 
_ tian fellowship, these separate asso- 
| ciations into one body, animated by 
'one spirit having “‘one faith, one 
| Lord, one baptism.” 

‘These, indeed, are causes of the 
‘most lively gratitude, and we trust 
‘that you will cordially unite with us 
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in the thankful acknowledgement, 
that the hand of the Lord has been 
over us for guyod. Yes, brether- 
en,“ hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us,” and while we gratelully acknow- 
ledge his aid, while we rejoice in the 
animating prospects which it opens 
to our view, let us remember, that | 
it is both our duty and our privilege, 
to be “fellow-workers with God” | 
in the establishment and extension | 
of his church; and that on the zea- 
lous, indefatigable discharge of this 
duty, in agreat measure, depends 
the actual acquisition of those im- 
portant advantages, which are now 
apparentiy within our reach. [tis| 





| 
| 
| 
| 
\ 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the good pleasure of God to work by |) 


means ;to accomplish the purposes | 
of his providence by human instru | 
mentality. Ef, thea, we would attata | 
the end, we must use the means. 
“It is good always to be zealously | 
affected in a good cause ;” and what | 
Cause can more imperiously demand | 
our warmest zeai, than the welfare | 
of the Redeemer’s church, whic 
was ‘* purchased by his blood ?”~ 
Brethren. to you we look.—In the 
name of our common faith, our com- 
mon hopes, and, above all, of our 
common Lord, we ask your prayers 
and your co-operation. “Pray ye the 
Lord of the vineyard, that he would 
send forth labourers into his field.’”-- 
and that he would crown their Ia- 
bours with an abundant harvest. 
In dependance on that aid which 
he has promised to the prayer of 
faith diligently use your own ex- 
ertions for the establishment of that 
church, which ion your infancy re- 
ceived you into ber bosom, or, in 
maturer years, admitted you to her 
altar. Sheis the church of your 
Fathers ; in her faith they were Bap- 
tised, and lived and died; in her words 
they presented their petitions before 
God ; at her altar they knelt, and her 
solemn services consecrated their 
commitment to the grave. 

it is not, however, on the feelings 
of nature, the tender recollections 


| 





| 


tellizence 
> ie J 


34 
joi filial piety, that wé would rest 
vherclaims. In herself she is worthy 
of your affection and support. Her 
ministry is apostolic : her constitution 
is primitive ; her services are fervent 
and animated, yet chastened and 
reverential; her doctrines are the 
doctrines of the Bible, the doctrines 
of the Cross; her only object is the 
promotion of * pure and undetiled 
religion.” Such, brethren, is the 
chureh in whose establishment we 
ask your aid. Brethren: you aef, 
not Only for yourselves, but also for 
those who will succeed you. In 
laying the foundation, and raising 
the goodly fabric of our Zion, you 
will be engaged in a work for which 
posterity will bless your memory. 
When you shall be laid low in the 
grave, your children and your chil- 


| 





}dren’s children will think on you 


jwith gratitude. They will reap 
liruits of righteousness, and joy, and 
| peace, from that very seed which 
|you will cast into the ground, and 
on which you will invoke the bless- 
ing of the Most High. 

We are aware, brethren, that there 
are difficulties to be encountered, 
| Your number is small, and the indi- 
| viduals composing that number, are 
|perhaps seattered. But be not dis- 
'beartened. These obstacles are not 
‘insurmountable. Despondence = it- 





sell, must become sanguine, when it 


‘inspects the record of our past pro- 
ceedings. Incredulity itself, must 
| believe, that He who hath thus 
begun among us a good work, will 
perform it” unto the end. 

| Hlowever small, then, be your 
/number in each vicinity, let that 
‘small number be embodied. ‘The 
|Master whom you serve, declared, 
| that“ wheresoever encn Lvo or three 
‘should be gathered together in his 
name, there would he bein the midst 
of them.” Make the experiment. 
| Fear not, even though you be‘ a 
little flock.” The “ Great Shepherd 
‘of the sheep,” who* laid down his 
i life” for their sakes, can augment 
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your number. and cause you “ to go || rious channels, until it has first, ful- 
in and out and find pasture.” Un- || ly watered . nd refreshed your own 
der the strong convictions of duty, || enclosure; then when this is accom- 
and in your Master’s name, set up plished, let it also extend its retresh- 
the standard of the church. It will | ing infiuence to others. It is doubt- 
be hailed with joy, by many an eye | less our duty, “as we have oppor- 
now dim with age, that once gazed | tunity, to do good unto all men,” 
upon it witb youthful rapture ; and || but it is especially our duty to do 
it will, perhaps, allure to the Great 1 good to those who are of the same 
“(Captain of your salvation,’ many || household of faith.’ The Apostle 
whoare now engaged in the service || has stigmatized as“ a denier of the 
of * the World, the Flesh, and the || faith, as worse than an infidel,” the 
Devil.” | man who“ provides not for those of 

srethren: we invite and intreat | his own household,” and the remark 


: : : : 
your free and full communications | is not more justly applicable to the 


on all points connected with the | natural than it is to the spiritual fa- 
situation, the wants and the prospects | mily. ‘othe support then, of that 
of the Church in your respective | spiritual family with which you are 
vicinities. A knowledge of the actu- || connected, first contribute with a 
al state and necessitics of the Church, |i devoted heart and a willing hand, 
is indispensable, in order to the} when its wants are fully supplied, 
amelioration of the one, and the re- || then seek another depository lor 
lief ofthe other. Any counsel or|! your contributions to the cause of 
aid. in the futherance of your exer- |! God. 
tions. which the Providence of God {[n conclusion, brethren, suffer us 
may place in our power shall be|} once more to intreat your zealous 
cheerfully accorded. co-operation in this ‘* work of faith 
At acrisis like the present bre- |) and labour of love,” amd especially 
thren, when the Church of our Fa- || your union with usin fervent prayer 
thers,in this State, is forthe first || to our common Lord, that he would 
time, concentrating her energies, ‘indeed establish our Zion on“ the 
and assuming an organized form, it | Rock of Ages ;” that he would “make 
will not, we trust, be regarded as an || fast the bars of her gates, and 
indication of sectarian narrowness, | bless her children in her;’’ that he 
but as a suggestion of prudence and | would make her “ an eternal excel- 
of duty, when we remind you of the | lency, a joy of many generations.” 
exclusive claims which your own) “* Wecommend you to God, and 
Zion. (especially under existing cir- | to the word of his grace, which is 
cumstances )has upon your liberality. | able to build you up, and to give you 
Her wants are vow various and || an inheritance among them that are 
pressing. Her very existence depends | sanctified through the Faithe that is 
on your willing contrib yutions. All|! in Christ Jesus.” 
the surplus of your means would not | On motion it was Resolved, That 
be more than adequate to the sup- || the Kev. N. Bowen D. D.Bishop of 
ply of her necessities. ‘To the sup- | the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
ply of these, and these only, let that || the State of South- Carolina, be, and 
surplus now be devoted. We wisb | | hereby is, respectiully invited by this 
you not wholly to confine your char- || Convention, to perform E; piscopal 
ities, either temporal or spiritual, | offices in this State, under the regu- 
within the pale of your own com- , lations prescribed by the 20th canon 
munion, but there, at the least, let i of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
them becin. ‘Turn not the stream of | in the United States of America ; and 
your benevolence into many and va- | that a copy of this resolution be ad- 
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dressed to him by the Secretary of 
this Convention. 


NORTH-CAROLINA CONVENTION. 


he Convention of this Diocess held its 
Seventh Annual meeting in Salisbury on the 
10th of April last. Morning prayers was 
conducted by the Rev. Wm. M. Green, and 
a sermon delivered by the Rev. R. S. Mason. 
Seven Cle:rgymen and twenty-three laymen 
attended, together with the Rev. G. Shober, 
the Rey. Daniel Sherer, Gen. Paul Bar- 
rington, and Col. Henry Ratz. Delegates 
from the Lutheran Church, with whom an 
honorable and christian union of the two 
churches has been effected, which places 
the latter under the care and superinten- 
dance of the Episcopal authority of that 
diocess. 


Report of the standing committee. 
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‘qualifications, have determined to 
recommend him for ordination. 

The following persons have been 
authorised to oilficiateas Lay RKea- 
ders, Mr. Geo. W. Hathaway at Wa- 
desboro’: Mr. Joel Patrick at Grace 
Chapel, Pitt co.; Mr. Walker An- 
derson, at St. Mary’s Chapel and 
parts adjacent, in Orange co. ; Mr. 
Ichabod Whetmore at St. Matthew’s 
parish Kinston, Lenoir eo. ; Mr. Jas. 
Marsh at St. Thomas’ « ane Bath, 
Beaufort co.; Mr. Jarvis B. Bucien 
iat Zion Church, Beaufort co. 





Report on the state of the Church. 


The committee on the state of the 
Church, in reporting to the Conven- 





The standing committee of the 
Episcopal Church in the diocess of | 
N. Carolina, beg leave to present. 
the following report of their proceed- 
ings during the past year : 

Mr. Geo. W. Freeman, of Warren- 
ton, and Mr. Geo. W. Hathaway, of | 
Wadesboro’, having made application 
to become candidates for orders in 
this Church, and having produced | 
the requisite testimonials, have been | 
accordingly admitted. | 

Mr. Amos C. Treadway, a Minis- | 
ter of the Methodist Church at New- | 
bern, made known to the committee | 
his wish to receive ordination in| 
our Church. Having presented all 
the testimonials which the Canons 
require, he was accordingly recom- | 
mended to the Bishop for Deacon’s| 
orders, and proceeded immediately 
to Virginia, where he was ordained 
by Bishop Moore, and it is believed 
that he has since been employed in 
that diocess. 

The attention of the committee} 
has also been lately called to the ap- 
plication of Mr: Ira Parker, who has 
been for some years a Minister of 
the Methodist Church in Halifax co. 
and parts adjacent, but now wishes 
to receive ordination in this Church. 
The committee having had laid be- 
fore them very satisfactory testimo- 





tion, rejoice that they have again 
such abundant cause for praise and 
thanksgiving to Him, from whom 
“cometh the increase” of the Church. 
On reviewing the Parochial Re: 
ports of the last year, and compa- 
ring them with those of the preced- 
ing year, we find that many have 
been added to our con.munion; and 
that without exception, each indivi- 
dual parish appears to be in a flour- 
ishing condition, The establish- 
ment of parish libraries appears to be 
engaging the attention of the clergy, 
and it is a measure which the com- 
mittee Cannot too bighly recommend 
to every congregation. ‘The Sun- 
| day schools w hich have heretofore 
been established, are reported by 
the rectors of the respective Chureh- 
es as still receiving the attention 
| of the pious. and they hope, the bless- 





| ing of the Almighty. 


| Missionaries who have been em- 
ployed hy this Convention during 
the last year, report favourably of 
‘the prospects of the Church ia that 
| section of the state in which they 
have laboured. ‘The committee 
would remind the members of the 
ic hurch throughout the state, as well 
| as those here present, that for oui 
success, particularly in the westeru 











nials of Mr. Parker's character and 
Vol. LV..No. XI. 


| part of this state, we have been in- 
debted (under God ) to the exertione 
i4 








346 Domestic Intelligence, JUNE, 


of afew Zealous Missionaries. ‘The 
members ol our communion are 80 
scattered throughout the different 
sections of the state, that missionary 
labour is the only possible method 
of supplying their call for the ordi-| 
nances of the Church. ‘These scat- 
tered sheep shuuld not be neglected. | 
The committee, therelore, would 
recommend, not only to this Con- 
vention, but to the Church at large, | 
the propriety of increased exertions 
and increased liberality in bebalf of) 
the Missionary Society. 

At this Convention, seven new) 
congregations have been admitted | 
into union with the Church in this | 
state; most of them are from the | 
eastern part of the diocess. ‘The 
number of communicants belonging |) 
tothe Church in this state Is 480, as| 
reported : though the exact number, | 
or the increase since last year, can- | 
not be correctly ascertained, owing || 
to the fact that a great part of the) 








congregations, not having the bene- Oxford, 


fit of regular ministrations, their true | 
state cannot be reported. The} 
Baptisms during the last year, have | 
been about 200 Our friendly inter- | 


course with the Lutheran Synod | 


still continues and may it long con- 
tinue. A representation from that | 
body has appeared in the Conven-| 
tion. and we hope to draw still more 
closely the bonds which have for || 


some time, connected us. } 





In taking a general view of the 
state of the Church, the committee, |, 
whilst they acknowledge with gra- 





titude our past success, cannot help | 


{ 


regarding this portion of the taber- | 
nacle as a body in a great degree | 
without a head. Our exertions * hi | 
therto, conducted we hope with a| 
single eye to God’s glory, have met. | 
indeed with unexpected success ; but |, } 
except when blessed with such coun: | 
sel and assistance as the pious and | 


i 


‘op. We would therefore urge upon 


the Convention the necessity of ma- 
turing, as speedily as_ possible, the 
plans fur obtaiming a Bishop in this 
state. 


| Report of the commitice from the Mis- 
sionary Society. 


The committee to whom it was 
referred to report on the state of the 
Missionary Society, beg leave to 
present the following: 

It appears that the Board of Man- 
| agers during the past year, empioy- 


| ed four Missionaries for the term of 


six months—The Rev. Mr. Green 
in the eastern, and the Rev. Messrs. 
Mituer. Wricat and Davis, in the 


western part of the diocess. 


‘The Rev. Mr. Green, having par- 
ochial charges at W illiamsborough 


‘and W arventen: has been able to give 


only one third of his time to the calls 
of the Society, and during that time 
has laboured chiefly at Raleigh and 
He has occasionally visi- 
ited Halifax, Milton and St. Mary’s 


| Chapel in Orange, and thinks all of 


those places deserve the attention of 
the Society. 


The Missionaries i in the western 


! part of the diocess report favourably 


of the prospects of our Church in 
that quarter; but as vet they have 
made no collections in aid of the 
funds of the Society. 

It was hoped from the assurances 
the Society received at the last an- 
uual meeting, that the funds raised 
by collections in the congregations 
where the Missionaries were em- 
ployed, would have been sufficient to 
defray the expenses of the missions ; 
but this expectation has been disap- 
pointed, and the Missionaries for the 
| ensuing year are again earnestly de- 
sired, previously to their attendance 

at the next Convention, to make, in 
all the congregations where they la- 


excellent Bishop Moore was able, ! bour, collections for the mis sionary 


from the multiplicity of his engage: | 
ments, to afford us, have still wan- || 


| fund, and to bring forward such col- 


lections with themto the Conven- 


ted the fatherly direction of a Bish-|\ (ion; anditis hoped that this sug: 
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gestion will induce influential indi- 
viduais in the several congregations 
served ny our Slissionaries, to ex- 
ert themselves in assisting the Mis- 
sionaries to make such collections. 
It is but rea-onable that the Mis 
sivnary should derive his support 
fiers those who enjoy his labour of 
Jove, whereas at present the mis- 


siduary fund consists almost entirely | 


oi contributions from: congregations 
and individuals in other parts oi the 
diocess. 

liis true that in parts of the 
country where the interests of our 
Church are weak and incipient, little 


pecuniary aid can be expected, but) 


from the eecounts which the Mis- 
sionaries have exhibited, of the num- 
ber and ability of the adherents to 
our Church, in the district assigned 
them, we have reasou to believe that 


much more liberal assisiance might | 
be obtained than has hitherto been | 


realized. ‘The disbursements dur- | 
ing the year, including payment of 
arrears due the Missionaries for the 
preceding year, amountto $922 37 
The receipts during the same 

time inclusive of collections 

paid into the treasury at this 

Convention, amountto 1105 34 | 





Leaving on hand a 
balance of 
Report of the Committee on the subject 
of support for the Episcopate. 
Whereas the Rev. Joun $- Rav- 
eNscrorT, Rector of St. James’ pa- 
rish, in the diocess of V*ginia, hath 
been at the present Cunvention el- 
ected Bishop of this diocess, accord- 
ing to the form and manner pre-_ 
scribed in tke canons of the con- 
stitution of the P. E. Church in this 
state, Resulved, That the standing 
committee be requested to commu- 
nicate the same to the Bishop elect, 
and to transmit to him the testimo- | 


J 182 97 | 


nials required by the third canon, 
to enable him to receive consecra-. 
tion to that holy office, atthe next, 
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General Convention to be held in 
i hiladetphia. 

* Resolved, That the annual salary 
of the Bishop elect, until the further 
order of the Convention, be fixed at 
the sum of 750 dollars, to be paid 








semi-annually, exclusively of paro- 
ebial support: and that the Rev. 
/ Won. M. Green, who hath been ap- 
| pointed Agent to raise a tund for 
that purpose, be requested to reaiit 
|} such sums as he may from time to 
time receive, to the standing com- 
mittee lor the time being, who are 
hereby constituted trustees for re- 
‘ceiving and disbursing the same. 

| Kesolved, ‘What the committee be 
requested to invest the surplus of 
ihe sum at the end of each year, in 
some permanent and productive fund 
'at their discretion. 





MARYLAND CONVENTION: 
he Convention of thir diocess 
metin the city of Baltir-ore on the 
198th ult. and continved In session 
| thre -e days, the detsts of which will 
| be given as soon «8 We shall be fur 
‘uoished with a espy of the journal. 
| In consequence of misapprehen- 
sions on the part of those who were 
“oppos ed % the ‘Theological Semina- 
ty ests Olished at the last Conven- 
jtiom respecting the motives and 
i views of its advocates, and the in: 
\dustrious efforts that were made to 
| prejudice the public mind against it, 
| there were called together an unu- 
‘sually large number of laymen of re- 
spectability and talents, who exert- 
jed all their influence to overthrow 
‘an institution, calculated in the 
|judgment of its friends to promote 
‘the best interest of the Church, and 
‘the prosperity ol the Redeemer’s 
| Kingdom. In this, however, they 
}were disappointed. ‘The friends of 
ithe Seminary, though tully aware 
| that a vote by orders would give 
them a majority in the Clergy, and 
secure to them the same ground 
which they had occupied the past 
year, yet seeing the warmth of oppo 
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sition so great, and the probability 

of its causing more serious divisions 
in the diocess than would be com- 
patible with the peace and prosperi- 
ty of the Church, voluntarily came 
forward in the spirit of conciliation, 

and proposed a compromise of the 
question in the following resolution: 


* Resolved, That the Board of Trustees 


of the Theological Seminary, appointed by |) 


the last Convention of this Diocess, be, and 
they are hereby, requested to suspend all} 
further proceedings in relation to the said 
Seminary, until a greater unanimity amoug 


the members of our church may induce the || 


Convention to pass further order upon the 
subject. 

This was rejected by the —" 
tee to whom it was referred, anda 
resolution was introduced repealing 


and anouling ali. that had been done |, 
Fespecting the Seminary at the last }; 


Convention. 
Not being able, however, to carry 


the question in that form, after con- |) 


siderable debate, they yielded toa 
modification of the resolution of the 


Board of Trusiees; by which all), 
further proceeditgs on their part| 


are for the present Sesnended. 

And it was further resolved that 
their proceedings shal! sot be re- 
newed, except the propositicy to that 
effect be made to one Convention, 
published on its journals, and parsed 
at the next. 

But as the Lord often brings good 
out of evil, the friends of Evangeli- | 
cal religion may still hope that the 
same holy cause will prosper in His 
good time. Sampson. 


GENERAL CONVENTION. 


The General Convention of the |! 


Proiestant Episcopal Church, com- 
menced its session in St. Peters’ 
church Philadelphia, on ‘Tuesday the | 


20th May last. The Rt. Rev. Bishop || 


Croes preached the introductory |, 
sermon, and enforced upon his hear- 
ers the duty of aiding the institutions || 
of the church, especially the Theo- 
logical School, and the Domestic and 
Foreign Missionary Society. 


The Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society held its annual 
meeting in St. Paul’s church on 
Tuesday evening; at which the re- 
port of proceedings was read, and 
addresses by the Rev. Mr. Onder- 
donk, F.S. Key, Esq. and others, 
were delivered. From the report, it 
appears that the sum of about $5000 
|is in the treasury of the Society. 








| On bursday the consecration of 

‘the Rev. John 5. Ravenscroft to the 
| Bishoprick of North-Carolina, took 
place in St. Paul’s Church. The 
Right Rev. Bishop White, presiding 
ishop, was assisted by the Right 
‘Rev. Bishops Griswold, Kemp, 
Croes, Bowen, and Brownell. Ser- 
mond by Bishop Griswold : morning 
prayers by the Rev. Mr. Green, of 
North-Carolina. 

On Friday morning a sermon was 
preached by the Right Rev. Bishop 
White, in St. Peter’s church, and a 
collection made in aid of the funds 
of the Domestic and Foreign Mis- 
sionary Society. 

The Convention was numerously 
attended, and all its proceedings 
were conducted with great harmony. 
The Rev. Dr. Wilmer presided in 
the house of Clerical and Lay Depu- 
ties. May the great Head of the 
-chureh overrule all the doings of His 
‘servants, to the promotion of His 





glory, and the edification of His mys- 
teal body. 


PERNSYLVANIA CONVENTION. 
On Tuesday, the 13th May, the 
| Annual Cenvention of the Protest- 
| ant Episcopai Church in the state of 
Pennsylvania, met at Lancaster.— 
| Previous, however, to the Conven- 
tion’s being organized, the Right 
Rev. Bishop White administered 
the right of Confirmation to thirteen 
persons in st. James’s Chureh. The 
Convention was attended by 17 Cler- 
,gymen, and 32 Lay-Delegates. Its 
‘proceedings were marked with una- 
nimity. Extracts from the Bishop’s 
| address, and other parts of the jour- 
“nal, we eball present to our readers 
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in our next. The next annual meet- } 


ing of the Convention will be held at 
Norristown, Montgomery county. 


ORDINATIONS. 
At an ordination held on Wednes- 
day morning, the 14th May, in st. 
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Pious individuals who have under- 
taken the office of teachers in Sunday 
Schools with the best motives aud 
_the most animating hopes, are some- 
times tempted to abandon the bene- 
| volent employment, because they do 
hot perceive the immediate fruit of 





Paul’s Church in the city of New- 


their labours, and especially that 


York, by the Right Rev. Bishop | fruit, which they most earnestly tong 
Hobart, A. L. Converse was admitted | for, the ** perfecting of Gou’s praise 


to the Holy order of Deacons. Morn- 
ing service was conducted by the 
Rev. B. 'T. Onderdonk ; who also 
delivered an appropriate exhortation, 
as the rubric requires, * declaring the 
duty and office of such as come to be 
admitted Deacons; how necessary 
that order isin the Church of Christ, 
and also how the people ought to es- 
teem them in their office.” The can- 
didate was presented to the Bishop 


out of the mouths of babes.” But let 
| them “ never be weary in well do- 
_ing, for in due season they shall reap 
if they faint not’ The good seed of 
religious instruction which they sow, 
may, in some instances, fall upon a 
barren and rocky soil, and never 
yield fruit in perfection, but in others 
it will penetrate beneath the surface, 
and being watered with the dew of 
God’s blessing, will, at some future 





by the Rev. David Butler, of Troy. 
[ Phil. Recorder. 


a eee 


On Wednesday, the 4th instant, 


an ordination was held in St. Paul’s | 


Church, Baltimore, by the Right 
Rev. Bishop Kemp, when Henry H. 
Pfeiffer and G. B. Shaeffer, Deacons, 
were admitted to the holy order of 
Priests. Prayers by Dr. Wyatt, and 
an address by the Bishop. 

Present, on the occasion, the Rt. 
Rev. Bishop Bowen, of South-Caro- 
Jina, and the Rev. Mr. Henshaw and 
Jackson. — 





For the Repertory. 

Harry DEATH oF A SUNDAY SCHOLAR. 

Messrs. Editors :—J send you the follow- 
ing account of the conversion and happy 
death of a Sunday Scholar, with a strong 
hope that the publication of it may prove 
useful. IT ought to premise thatthe account 
was drawn up by the Superintendent, only 
for the purpose of being read to the School 
under her care, of which the subject was a 
member. But I know that her goodness will 
excuse the liberty I have taken in sending 
it to the Press, if the Lord by his grace shall 
see fit to employ it asthe instrument of en- 
couraging one teacher to persevere in the 


time, spring up and yield an increase 


‘in some thirty, in some sixty, and 


in some an hundred fold.” The ef- 
tect may not be instantly perceis ed-~ 
they may not have the happiness of 
seeing the subjects of their charge 
savingly converted while connected 
with the school, but years alterwards 
perhaps the afflictions and disap- 
pointments of life, may lead them te 
reflect upon the instructions formerly 
received, and the evangelical lessons 
communicated in the Sunday Schoo! 
may through grace, prove the means 
of bringing them to the knowledce 
of God and of salvation by Jesus 
Christ. And it is not improbable 





| that some scholars, in whose case 


| the teachers have neither seen nor 
| heard of any good effect of their pi- 
| ous efforts in this world, may, on the 
great day of Eternity, be found on 
| the right hand of the Judge as mon- 
uments to the praise of the glory of 
his grace. | 

To the Children of the Female Sunday 

School of St. Petcr’s Church, Balt. 





good work of teaching young sinners the way |) 
to Heaven, or of convincing one little boy |! 


or girl «f the importance of making an ear- 
ty choice of that good part which can never 
be taken away. P, kK. 


‘ 


My dear children: We have often 
endeavoured to instruct you by read- 
ing to you about dear little boys and 


gitis, who had died in peace, believ- 
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ing in Jesus, and you have appeared jjself. She said, “O yes, I try te 
to be very much interested, and lis- | pray, but | do aot know whether God 
tened with attention. If you wilt || will hear me pray—l am a sinner.” 
be very quiet now, i will read to || Her mother then told us that she did 
you some particulars of the death of | indeed pray almost all day and all 
one of our own Sunday scholars, | night, and that she had been so very 
dear Nancy Craig, whom many ol || miserable on account of her sinful 
you have olten seen in this room. |} state. that a man in the neighbour- 
and with whom you have so offen | hood who had family prayer in his 
gone up to your pastor in the church, || house, had been sent for to pray with 
to say your catechisin. She is now, || her. After talking with ber for some 
we trust, in heaven rejoicing. When | time, and reading the bible, we ask- 
we liave read to you out of books | ed her what she desired us to pray 
about other children, perhaps you tor in her behalf; she said “'Phat I 
have thought it was only some amus- | may have anew beart.” “ Why, 
ing stories we had got for you, and said a teacher, do you want a new 
doubted the truth of what you heard. | heart ° ” * Because, said she. mine 
I beg you to bear in mind that what jis a very wicked one, and if I die 
Tread to you now, bas happened | before it is changed, 1 shall never 
very lately among ourselves, and | see God.” After conversing some 
that there are several’ ladies in this | time longer to this effect, we felt en- 
room who saw and heard it all. Aud r couraged to direct her to the Lord 
we pray to God that this account of | Jesus for comfort, believing she now 
the death of one of your school-| experienced what you my children 
mates, may be a blessing to your |, have often heard us speak oi—I mean 
souls. For, my children, the change | cenviction, which is only produced 
she experienced is equally necessary | in the heart of a sinner by the Holy 
for yon all. Without it you will never | | Spirit. We prayed with her, rejoic- 
hear that sweet sentence addressed ling in the sweet hope, that one of 
to you, ‘Come ye blessed of my Fa- || our-dear children was ever thus far 
ther, inherit the kingdom prepared | entightened. As she was sick seve- 
for you from the foundation of the | ral months, we very often went to 
world.” It is about five years since | see her; and her pastor likewise, 
Nancy Craig first came to this Sun visited and prayed with the dear 
day school. She was then a very | lamb. Sometimes we read the bible 
little girl, not bigger than some of |, to her, (for she could not read weil 
you, and could not say her a, b,c ; | | herself, at others, we took some ot 
sie always was a good child, and ve- | those good books you hear read in 
ry attentive to what her teacher said | the school. Miss Smith and the 
to her. About a year ago she was | Young Cottager, she was particularly 
taken very ill with the dropsy, and | pleased with. After some weeks, 
from missing her out of school two | she received faith to believe that 
or three Sundays, and hearing of the {God would pardon her sins for the 
cause, three or four of the teachers} Saviour’s sake. But this was not 
went to see her. We tound her ve-| always the state of her mind; she 
ry sick indeed. ‘The moment we) was always much effected when any 
entered her room, she cried® out. | one spoke to her of the suflerings of 
“O! Lamglad to see you; I wanted | the Saviour, yet she said, she did 
to send for vou, but did not know | not feel sure that he would save her. 
where you lived.” The tears flowed | She believed christians might know 
down her cheeks as she said, ‘ O if their sins were forgiven, and she 
pray for me, do pray for me.” We could not feel quite happy till she 
asked her if she did not pray for her- | loved Goel more, and knew that he 








SS 
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loved her, and heard her prayers. | 


Last May she got well, and returned | 
to school. Her 
grave, serious, aud truly pleasing to 
those who wishedjher to feel the va- 
lue of ber soul. When questioned 
about her state, she 
strong desires alter God, as 
in her sick bed, and was resolved 
if he gave her grace, she would al 


Often have her little eyes been quite | 


deportment was | 


| 


said she felt as! 


she dd} see her, and tound the precious child 
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| supplication, uniting her voice with 

that of her visitor, aad with clasped 
hands and bathed in tears—she al- 
most got off the bed in the violence 
of her feelings. It pleased God to 

hear ber cries tor mercy. ‘ihe same 
person Called again before night to 


with a countenance serene and tran- 


| quil—filled with sweet peace that 
ways try to love and serve him.— |, 


red, from weeping at the prayers at | 
opening or closing school—indecd | 


we think she was first awake 


ned lo | 


a sense of her siniul state by the | 


singing of that hymn at 
school, which begins thus : 
our father and our head,” &c. 
this should convince you my children 
What you lose in coming fate to 


Opening 


‘Adam | 
And | 


school—even many of you e€\ ery | 


Sunday alter prayer and singing are 
over. In October last she was agai: | 
taken il], never to recover. F inding | 
her near death, we inquired if she 
thought she would go to hesven. | 
She answered, “She hoped she 
would.” One of the teachers en- 
quired what was the ground of her 
hope, and she without hesitation said, 
“ Christ.” The same tady asked 
her, how she thought she had obtain. 
ed remission of her sins, and she’ 
answered her in two words, * through 
Christ.” As though she said 
Lord Jesus Christ died for sinners, | 
and God for his sake, has forgiven 
me. Yet though her views were 
more clear, and her confidence stron- 
ger, than in her first illness, she was | 
often very miserable, for fear she 
was deceiving herself; and strongly 
tempted to doubt her safety. One 
day in particular, five days before 
she died, 
distress crying out, almost with eve- 
ry breath, ‘* Lord have mercy. Oh, 
my Saviour pity me: 
herself dying, and was afraid to go. 
While the lady was at prayer, she 


was afraid Naney would dic, from the | 


creat exertion she made to join in |, 


i} two days lictore she died, 


the || 


a lady found her in great 


” she thought | 


She 
lam not 


never again was interrupted. 
said, “fam quite happy, 
now alraid to die: I beheve the 
Lord will receive me.” When told 
to «ive God the glory towhom alone 
it was due; she sant with remarka- 
ble energy, “ bdo, bdo.” Still look- 
ing to Jesus, the dear cbild was kept 
in perfeet peace ; she said she had 
received the new heart she had 
prayed for, and the peace she had 
lone looked to She to!d a teacher 
when four 
or ive went together to see and pray 
with her, “} hate sin because God 





ed, because 1 love God, and do not 
at all fear death.’ The same lady 
j asked her if she thought it hard tobe 
| afflicted, she said “ No.” Can you 
| 
lt 


| 
| hates it—I know my heart is chang- 
i 
| 


say itis good for you to have been 
aficted - ) “ Ves,” said the dear 
child, ‘‘ 1} can, for now I love God.” 
(fo another who said, “1 am sorry 
to see you suffer so ; she said ‘** You 
|are wrong to say so. | do indeed suf- 
| fe or, but not a thousandth part as 
| much as my lord endured for me.’? 
| After this she talked to her family 
i very freely of her death, gave direc- 
tions for her funeral, and mentioned 
a particular hymn she wished sung 
i All that distressed 
her now was, the unconverted state 
of her relations, for whom she pray- 
ed very fervently: they were the 
hindest of triends to her, but enemies 
ito God. Now, my children | have 
written down all these things for 
| your good ; will you all try to re- 
‘member Nancy Craig? If you wis 
to die as happily, you must pars 
fervently as she did, and seek the 


over her corpse. 
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Saviour who was so good to her. 
He will love you as much as he loved | 
her, if you earnestly seek him, for 
he died to save you. And remem- 
ber what you learn in your cate- 
chism: If you are not saved, you 
will have been the cause of your own 
damnation. Mary Craig is no longer 
with you in the school room, but 
very soon you will see her again. 
Where will that be? At the judg- 
ment seat of Christ. Then will the 
Saviour be seen with all his mighty 
angels in flaming fire. Oh, my chil- 
dren, which of you will then be 
permitted to sit down with her in the 
kingdom of Heaven? God only 
knows. Hecalls every one of you 
to come to him; will you not go? 
Ask him to give you new hearts that 
you too may love him and not be 
afraid to die. — 
New-York, May 8, 1823. 


American Bible Society.— The se- 
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set of Stereotype plates of the Spa- 
nish Bible for distribution 1a South 
America: and a motion having been 
made by ‘I’. Dwight, Esq. expressive 
of the dispusitién of the Society to 
supply the wants, and gratify the 
wishes, of the inhabitants of that 
portion of our continent. Sen. Vi- 
cente RKocauferte, a native of Peru, 
rose and addressed the meeting in a 
short but interesting speech, on the 
subject of the resolution. It was 
received with lively approbation, 
and the parting address of Dr. Wood- 
hull, of New-Jersey, almost eighty 
years old, was peculiarly impressive. 
It concluded with the following re- 








venth anniversary of the American 
Bible Society, was celebrated yes- 
terday at the City Hotel. The Hon. 
John Jay, President of the Society, 
by reason of his advanced age and 
infirmity, was absent, and General 
Matthew Clarkson presided. ‘The 
meeting was opened by reading the 
62d chapter of Isaiah, and followed 
by the President’s address, which 
was read by the Rev. Dr. Milnor.— 
The annual Report of the Managers 
was next exhibited, from which it 
appeared that 55.000 Bibles and 
Testaments hed been printed by the 
Society during the past year in the 
English and Spanish languages, in 
addition to which there had been 
purchased and received F00 more in 
the German and Spanish languages, 
the latter for gratuitous distribution 
in Mexico and South America; mak. 
ing a total of 323,777 during the se- 
ven first years of the Society. The 
receipts during the past year had 
been $45,131, and fifty-nine new 
auxiliary societies recognised, mak- 





ing their total number 360. The 


Board of Managers are procuring a 


mark: He who now addresses you, 
will probably address you no more. 
His head is whitened by eighty win- 
ters. He has laboured 55 years in 
his Masters vineyard; and it may 
truly be said his course is finished. 

Several animated and impressive 
addresses to the Society were deli- 
vered by the Rev. Messrs. Ross, 
Henshaw, Milnor, M*‘Leod, and 
Findley, and Messrs. Jay and other 
laymen ; and a long and learned 
discourse was read by the Hon. De- 
witt Clinton, the late Governor of 
this state. 

Much gratification was evinced 
by the numerous auditory, as well 
from the interesting proceedings of 
the meeting, as from the prosperous 
state of the society, as disclosed by 
the several reports that were made 
of its progress and success. 


Died in Albemarle, Va. on the 14th 
of February last, the Rev. Samuel 
Wydown, formerly a Minister for 
many years of the Baptist Church, 
About five years ago he changed his 
views of the doctrine of Baptism in 
favour of infants being admitted to that 
Sacrament, and was ordained a Pres- 
byter of the Episcopal Church. His 
death, as far as we have been inform- 
ed, was peaceful and happy ; and we 
cherish the hope of meeting him in 
a better and happier world. 








